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DEDICATION. 



It is impossible to regard with too much alarm 
the religious aspect of our country at the present 
time. A crisis has arrived ; the plague has begun; 
the threatening leprous-spot, which has been so 
long trifled with, has broken out into a sore, and 
the infection spreads with rapid and fearful 
wings. 

The character of this pestilence differs from 
that of almost all others in this particular ; that it 
affects the higher classes of society most deeply and 
dangerously. Comparatively speaking, the people 
have escaped its virulence; they have not fallen 
before its baleful breath ; they have not been en- 
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tangled in the subtle meshes spread for the souls 

of men. But among the aristocracy of the land it 
progresses alarmingly; its effects are felt where 

they are not openly distinguished; and outward 

measures — even if carried on in the boldest and 

holiest spirit — seem inadequate to cope with the 

virus that is working within. 

It may be thought presumption for woman's 
pen to exert itself in the cause of Gospel Truth ; 
but the same Lord who blessed the words of a 
little captive Jewess, may — ^if it seem good to Him 
— ^bless mine. I address, exclusively, my country- 
women, for whose safety, in these days of spiritual 
peril, I feel inexpressible anxiety. " Would God" 
that they were with One greater than " the 
Prophet that was in Samaria !" that they would 
go to ^^ the Fountain once opened for sin and for 
uncleanness," in whose healing waters they may, 
with full assurance of faith and hope, ^^ wash and 
be clean." 

I earnestly hope, that these imperfect pages 
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may be received with much indulgence by those 
to whom they axe addressed. They contain but a 
sketch — a simple outline — of Evangelical Truth, 
with a few words of earnest, anxious warning 
against the dangers among which we dwell ; but if 
they lead only one soul to escape the snare of the 
Fowler, and flee for refuge to " the hope set before 
us in the Gospel" — ^if they do but arouse owe heart 
that has hitherto " cared for none of these things," 
to acquaint itself with God — they will have been 
immeasurably blessed. 

I dedicate this little volume to the Daughters 
of my People. 
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CHAPTER I. 

In diese days of perils and doubt, and distraction 
— of maryellous lights and yet of deadly darkness ; 
of sound Scriptural teachings and yet of heresy 

and schisni ; when the poison of popery is mingUng 
itself with all we touch; lurking in the gilt volumes 
upon our drawing-room tables^ as well as in the 
devotional books of our private hours^ and in the 
very tales for childhood ; creeping in through every 
channel which can reach and influence the human 
mind — ^in these days of deep-seated and peculiar 
perils it behoves us all to search out our spirits ; 
to examine well the grounds of our hope for eter- 
nity ; and to question our own hearts closely^ lest 
seeds of error be taking root^ and unsuspected 
mischief should be at work within us. The pub- 
lic mind is now aroused^ and is alive to outward 

B 
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evils ; it can detect the open danger^ and can guard 
against it; but there is a secret leaven in the 
lump that is not so easily discovered^ and it is 
against this that we must bend our energies. It is 
often hidden amidst so great an amount of truth, 
that at first we neither see nor suspect it ; but in 
time, unless the strictest watchfulness is exercised, 
"the whole is leavened," and the^mass becomes 
utterly corrupt. 

This grand and surpassing mischief derives 
its chief — ^nay, I should say its only — ^power, from 
the ignorance of the human mind. Ignorance of 
the truth on the one hand, and non-experience of 
its power on the other, are the fruitful causes of 
error. 

It is no contradiction to this assertion, that the 
well educated, the learned, the talented, the high- 
bom, the " wise in this world," have been those 
led away to beheve " cimningly-devised fables." 
The Word of God declares that " the world by 
wisdom knew not God," and that " not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble are called ; but God hath chosen the 
foolish things of this world to confound the wise 
—that no flesh should glory in his presence."* 

* 1 Cor. L 26, 27, 29. 
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It is no contradiction to this assertion^ that the 
strict, the serious, the rigidly practical, the amiable 
— ^yes, even those set apart to minister in holy 
things — ^are those who have trodden the same 
devious and downward path. We have equally 
sure warrant for believing that men are to be 
foimd ^* having the form of godliness, but deny- 
ing the power thereof."* 

These are solemn considerations and terrible 
possibilities at all times ; and now, when the great 
sifting process is so palpably and awfully taking 
place, when " the Fan" is so obviously in the 
Lord's hand with which He is " purging his floor," 
and when the wheat and the chaff must part — not 
in name only, but ^^ in deed and in truth" — it be* 
hoves us all, not only to ^^try the spirits" to whom 
we give ear ^* whether they are of God,"t but to 
try OUT own opinions y to search out our ovm spirits, 
and to see whether the foundation upon which 
we build our hopes, is the solid rock or the sand. 

'' The weak things of the world," " the base," 

and " the despised," J are used by the mighty hand 

of God, as instruments by which His gracious 

purposes are brought to pass ; and ^^ a word in 

season" may be blessed, although the lips that 

• 2 Tim. iii. 5. f 1 John iv. 1. \\ Cor. i. 27, 28. 

B 2 
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speak it are utterly unclean. It is this strong 
eonyiction^ combined with an earnest and affec- 
tionate solicitude for the spiritual welfare of " my 
sisters/' in these troublous times, that urges and 
encourages me to address to them a few remarks, 
that may, by the blessing of Almighty God, induce 
them to seek for deeper knowledge, and richer 
instruction than any earthly pen can impart; 
and lead them to drink of *^the water of life" 
at the foimtain, where its pure life-giving streams 
are imtinged and unsulUed by the teaching of 
men. 

The warm impulses and Uvely imaginations of 
my own sex, pecuKarly lay them open to impres- 
sions which seem to be on the side 'of truth. They 
are caught and led captive by specious appearances, 
specious reasonings, and unsound conclusions, the 
more readily because of their quick susceptibilities, 
and natural readiness to receive religious impres- 
sions ; and there are, in this our day, terrible pains 
taken to gain over their impressible minds, and to 
imbue them with fallacies which perplex, confuse, 
and finally persuade them. The " shield of faith" 
alone can ^^ quench the fiery darts of the vdcked 
one;"* and unless we stand arrayed in the 

• Eph. vL 16. 
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Christian axmour to meet the foe^ we never can 
prevail against him. 

To you, therefore, my countrywomen, I address 
myself in these perilous times ; to you, who, high 
in station, cultivated in mind, refined in feeling, 
correct in manners, moral and lovely in walk and 
conversation, enjoy an influence great and justly 
merited in the social world ; who are responsible 
for the example you set to others, and also for the 
safety of your own immortal souls. Placed by the 
circumstances of your birth in a sphere removed 
from the busier walk of life ; educated with a view 
to harmonize with, and adorn the polished orbit in 
which you move ; accustomed only to certain con- 
ventional habits of thinking and acting, which 
cripple the mind, and obstruct its healthy develop- 
ment ; you are objects of intense interest to my 
feelings, because I know how unfavourable are all 
these circumstances to your perceiying and choos- 
ing that " good part which shall not be taken"* 
from you. It is of the very deepest importance 
that woman shoidd know what "the truth is in 
Jesus," t ^Uy^ and savingly, because as wives, 
and mothers, and mistresses of families, the hearts, 
and minds, and souls, of millions of immortal 
* Luke, X. 4a, t Eph. iv. 21. 
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beings, arc guided, swayed, and tinctured by her 
influence. 

Satan is a subtle, wily foe; and adapts his 
efforts to the end he has in view with inconceiv- 
able adroitness. In these days of Hght, few can be 
misled by open mischief. Infidelity may, and does, 
darken and ruin the souls of some — of those who 
have cared and thought little of any but the god 
of this world ; but it cannot obtain the mastery 
over moral and amiable, or serious and thoughtful 
minds ; it is too glaring, monstrous, and appalling. 
No, Satan must invent another scheme to betray 
those who have the Bible in their hands, and who walk 
softly and unsuspiciously ; and he has indeed laid 
his snare skilfully. He has dug a yawning pit for 
the souls of men within the very bosom of our 
Church, and covered it so closely and so graceAilly 
with ceremonies, observances, vestments, costly 
decorations, and attractive services, that the victims 
are led in ecstasy to its very brink before they per- 
ceive or feel to what awful catastrophe it leads. 
Plausible and insidious are the doctrines his emis- 
saries teach. Deep and dangerous are the mischiefs 
lurking behind the "symbols," the "rubrics," 
the ** Fathers;" terrible are the meanings affixed 
by him, to the "Priest," the "Sacraments, 
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^^ the spirits of just men made perfect,"* and the 
"church;" sad and superstitious are the rites grafted 
upon the simple forms of our heautifiil Church ser- 
vices — ^the "altar" set up on high, the candles, the 
flowers, the rich decorations, the bowings, the 
mutterings, the intonings, the mockery and the 
madness. Alas ! that in England should be seen 
such things, such darkness amid the light of truth, 
such frenzy amid the realities of the Gospel, such 
death amid the semblance of eternal life. 

Amongst all those specious and splendid page- 
antries, the grand and distinguishing doctrines of 
the Gospel are crushed and trodden imderfoot. 
" Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith" f is de- 
throned and rejected, and his righteousness replaced 
by ritual observances — the works of the law, and 
the righteousness of man. The glorious office of 
our Great High Priest is sacrilegiously invaded 
by some, who dare to usurp His power, profess to 
hold His keys, and ^^bind and loose" the con- 
sciences of those who obey their rule« Justification 
by faith only, that mighty, eternal, saving truth, 
based on " the rock,"t and from which sure foun- 
dation only the spiritual temple springs, is cast out 
as a dangerous dogma ; and the " signs and seals" 
• Heb. adi. 23. f Heb. xii. 2. t Matt xvL 18. 
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of faith— the sacraments— are offered in its stead, 
to the heavy laden soids of men. ConYer8i(m of 
the heart is rendered imnecessary hy regeneration 
at the font, and is exploded as imscriptnral and 
fanatieaL The " joy and peace in believing "* the 
" rest" that remaineth " to the people of God/'f 
are forbidden, and an uneasy system of bodily 
exercises given in their room. The simple 
and satisfying truths of God's Word are misap- 
prehended, misstated, and misapplied ; and doubt 
and fear take the place of hope and confidence. 

This pitfall is prepared for us, within the very 
bosom of our church, its leaven is working on every 
side; and more or less distinctly its influence may 
be perceived or felt in frightful extensiveness. The 
power of God alone can confoimd and frustrate the 
machinations of the Evil One ; but we are in duty 
bound, as members one of another, to warn and 
coimsel each other in times of peril ; and so far as 
grace is given us, to expose the mischiefs that 
threaten all alike. It is this conviction that in- 
duces me to raise my voice in the general cause, 
and to address that special body, " the sisterhood,'* 
to which I belong ; and by endeavouring to in- 
terest their hearts in the truth; and ui^ing them to 
• Ram. XV. 13. t Heb. iv. 9. 
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read^ and pray> and judge for themselves, to aim 
them against the enemy who is plotting and la* 
bonring to achieve their destruction. 

A certain degree of religious observance is per- 
mitted by the world — a cold recognition of the 
Word of God> and a decent, respectable attention 
to the forms of outward worship; but this is 
not religiony and it fatally deceives those who 
quietly walk on in that crowded road which 
stretches so broadly and temptingly before them. 
To this most " dangerous deceit " may be attributed 
much of the error that has crept in among us. 
When our defences are weak the enemy can easily 
undermine them, or batter them down ; and if we 
are not furnished with stronger principles of reli- 
gion than those permitted us by the world, no 
wonder so many victims have fallen beneath the 
darts of the Wicked One. There are many who 
would, and I trust toill, when rescued from the 
trammels that bind them, prove bright and blessed 
ornaments in a higher and holier path than that 
in which they now move, and be the means — ^under 
the blessing of God — of raising and ennobling, not 
the character of woman only, but that of society at 
large. I do not now allude to moral or mental 
improvement, — that, I doubt not, has advanced 
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already far towards excellence — ^but I exclusively 
mean spirittial elevation as true believers and 
faithful followers of a crucified Redeemer. With- 
out the seal of the Spirit, the patent of nobility 
may indeed remove us a few paces from the rough 
and rugged scenes of this earthly pilgrimage, and 
perhaps from the more gross and frightfrd features 
of our original birthright ; but it cannot change a 
corrupt nature, or ensure our exemption from the 
inevitable consequences of unrepented sin. Not 
earthly distinctions, but imion with Christ our 
Head, can alone save us from everlasting perdition. 
I am a woman of like tastes and feelings with 
** my sisters " — ^bom of gentle blood, loving the deli- 
cate refinements of polished life, and shrinking 
from the gaticheries of the world around. But I 
feel and know that all these things have an end — 
that our bodies must moulder in the dust, our 
rapid footsteps falter, our beating hearts lie still, 
our busy hopes and fears be ended, our treasures 
left behind, and only our poor trembling souls re- 
main to stand helplessly before the Judgment Seat 
of Christ. Let us pause among our busy nothings, 
and contemplate these things, for they are of great 
and terrible importance* We give the ftdl energies 
of our minds to the perishing concerns of Time ; 
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we are careful about many things that can only 
profit the body, but we are miserably and crimin- 
ally indifierent about those which concern the 
soul. 

Have you ever felt, my sisters, that all the 
pleasures and earthly advantages you possess are 
empty and unsatisfying ? Have you never turned 
away, weary and imhappy, from your choicest 
blessings, and sighed for a something no person or 
place could supply? Has not conscience whispered 
to you daily and nightly, "Is it peace?" and have 
you not bitterly repUed to the secret appeal, 
"What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee 
behind me."* 

Oh! believe me, these cravings, these mis- 
givings, indicate the strivings of an immortal spirit 
seeking rest, and finding none, in the low abject 
puerilities of earth — ^for none can be found except 
in a cordial belief and reception of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. We may seek for happiness in 
the pleasures and luxuries of the world, but they 
cannot bestow it. Solomon found their " vanity 
and vexation." and we shall find it too. The 
world is bankrupt, audits promissory notes are all 
waste paper. Jesus Christ has said, " These things 

* 2 Kings ix. 18. 
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have I spoken unto you that in me ye might have 
peace."* Oh, my dear friends, believe me, in 
Him only we shall find it. 

I would earnestly and affectionately implore you 
to bear with me while I seek to lay before you a 
few plain, but gospel truths. They are the Truths 
&f the Bihhy tested by thousands of souls who have 
thrown off with joy the trammels of the body, 
" rejoicing in hope ;" and they are the strength 
and consolation of thousands, who still wrestle 
against flesh and blood, in this weary, deceitful 
world. They may be the means — ^by God's bles* 
sing — of guarding some heedless one against the 
" perverse disputings of men," against the subtle 
arguments of designing^ minds, and the ruinous 
doctrines and fallacious views that are now so pre- 
valent among us. They may be the means of 
leading some restless mind into settled peace, by 
arresting attention, and inducing a deep and care- 
ful examination of those precious Scriptures, which 
reveal the will and purposes of the Lord as fiilly 
and as unequivocally as when He spake from 
Heaven. May the few feeble words I write be ex- 
tensively useftd, and greatly blessed. 

Within our earthly frame dwells an immortal 

♦. St Joha xvL 33. 
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spirit^ breathed into us by the breath of the Al^ 
mighty, which is as eyerlasting as Himself. It can 
never die — death hath no power over it — ^it will 
live and feel for ever, and for ever, and for ever. 

Pause on these words *for ever ' — embody, realize 
them. Think what ^ybr^^' is. Duration, without 
beginning, without end. Time had a beginnings 
" when the Spirit of God moved upon the face erf 
the waters ; when the morning stars sang together, 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy,"* then 
Time began ^r tis. But the Creator of the world 
had no beginning. He is the Great " I AM."t 
Who shall declare His generation ? What mortal 
can stretch his mind to imagine how it was before 
the world began ? 

A spark of this eternal spirit inhabits every 
human form. We are finite as regards the flesh, 
but everlasting as regards the spirit ; for the spirit 
was breathed into the insensate day, and thereby 
** man became a living soul."$ We are fashioned 
also after a glorious similitude : ^^ And God said. 
Let us make man in our own image, after our 
likeness : and let them have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over the earth, and over every 

♦ Job xzxmL 7. t Exod. iii. 14. J Gen. ii. 7. 



14 SAFETY IN PERIL. 

creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So 
God created man in his own image^ in the image 
of God created He him ; male and female created 
He them."* 

Here is a proud patent of nobility ; given to 

our first parents by the King of Kings ; given by 
the hand of Him whose name is above every name^ 
to whom all knees shall bow. Does not this give 
us a lofty sense of our high birth ? Is not the 
impress of our Divine origin stamped upon our 
brow ? Are we not pure and holy, like Him who 
created us ? 

Alas ! man fell from his high estate. Our 
father Adam sinned ; he broke the command of 
God, and from that hour his glory departed ; the 
image of his Creator was defaced. Sin and death 
entered the world through Adam's transgression, 
and the ground was cursed for his sake. We, as 
his children, are bom in sin, and are partakers of 
his fall. The sorrows that became the portion of 
our first parents, when they forsook the Law of the 
Lord, are entailed upon us ; sin, disease, and 
death are ours by inheritance ; and the doom pro- 
nounced upon them descends with unmitigated 
force upon us, and through us to our latest 

♦ Gen. i. 26, 27. 
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posterity. '^ In the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread, till thou return unto the ground ; for 
out of it wast thou taken : for dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return."* Ah ! let us think 
of this, and pride ourselves upon worldly grandeur 
if we can. Surely we shall rather flee from the 
wrath to come, than clothe ourselves in earthly 
vanities. 

Oh, my sisters ! you who dwell in a land 
where the true light shines gloriously ; where the 
Gospel message is boldly proclaimed by many 
faithful ambassadors for Christ, and where the 
Word of God is freely given to the people, have 
you never felt that you are sinners ? Have you 
never heard that " in Adam all die?"t "That the 
whole world lieth in wickedness ?"+ Have you never 
feltwi^^no/ evidence of a "judgment to come," and, 
like Felix, trembled ?§ 

Do not think that sin exists only in jails, or 
among the poor and despised ones of the earth ; 
do not think that robbers and murderers alone are 
liable to punishment and death; do not think 
that there is one law for the poor, the maimed, 
the loathsome, and the reprobate ; and another for 

♦ Gen. ill. 19. f 1 Cor. xv. 22. % 1 John v. 19. 

. § Acts xxiy. 25. 
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the ricli^ the morale and the educated. DecervB 
not yourselves so madly. Lay not so awful, so 
destructive a delusion to your hearts. In the sight 
of the Lord, all men are equal; their souls are 
naked before His eyes, prince as well as peasant ; 
and whether arrayed in jewelled robes or rags, 
" the soul thai sinnethy it shall die /" * 

Now let us pause and examine well these words 
" the soul that sinneth, it shall die.'* Do they 
hold out any hope to rank, beauty, intellect, or 
feshion ? Is there any path however ru^ed, any 
plank however narrow, by which you or any one 
can escape them ? No, there is none. They em- 
brace and hold fast aU sinners. 

And who are sinners ? To what particular class 
of persons does the name of sinner belong ? David, 
the man after God's own heart, shall tell us : *^ The 
Lord looked down from heaven upon the children 
of men, to see if there were any that did under- 
stand, that did seek God. Every one of them is 
gone back : they are altogether become filthy ; 
there are none that doeth good;* no, not one."t 
Solomon, the wisest of men, shall tell us: "For 
there is no man that sinneth not."$ **For there 

• Ezek. xviiL 4, 20. t Psalm xiv. 2, 3 ; liiL 2, 3. 

X 1 Kings yiii. 46. 
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is not a just man "that sinneth not.''* St. Paul, the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, shall teU us, "Now we 
know that what things soever the Law saith, it 
saith to them that are imder the Law ; that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may be- 
come guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds 
of the Law shall no flesh be justified in His sight." 
" For all have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God."t " But the Scripture hath concluded all 
under sin, that the promise, by faith of Jesus 
Christ, might be given to them that believe." J 
And St. John, the disciple ^^ whom Jesus loved," 
declares, that " If we say that we have no 
sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us."§ 

Even we ourselves condemn ourselves. Do we 
not weekly, (at least), accuse ourselves bitterly be- 
fore God ? Do we not, over and over again, confess 
oiirselves to be " miserable sinners ? To have 
offended against God's Holy Laws," to have left 
undone those things we ought to have done, 
and done those ' things we ought not to have 
done," and that " there is no truth in us ? " Do we 
not on each returning Sabbath, in the midst of the 

• Eccl. vii. 20, t Rom. iii. 19, 20, 23. 

X GaL iii. 22. § 1 John L 8. 

c 
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great congregation^ speak these self-condemning 
words with our own lips, before the face of the 
Lord of Hosts himself? Is any exemption claimed 
for the rich, the honourable, the moral, the respec* 
table, the talented, the titled, or even for the 
royal ? I repeat, is exemption claimed for any, 
in the fall and humble confession in which 
we all take part, " when we assemble together to 
render thanks for the great benefits received at 
His hands ?" 

Do we then mock the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth ? Do we in His awful presence speak words 
which we do not mean? Do we utter deliberate 
lies in the Temple of the Most High — ^the house 
dedicated to His service, and set apart for public 
prayer and praise ? 

Ah, my sisters ! yoimg and lovely as you may 
be, innocent and harmless as you may think your- 
selves, behold the blasphemy of which we may be, 
at least weekly^ guilty. Behold the sin, which, 
however unintentionally committed, is written 
down in letters of fire, and will be brought against 
us, but too surely, at the Judgment Day. Hear 
the Word of the Lord : " But I say uinto you, that 
every idle word which men shall speak, they shall 
give account thereof in the Day of Judgment ; for 
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by thy words thou shalt be justified^ and by thy 
words thou shalt be condemned."* 

Awful thought! we have professed ourselves 
guilty before God ; how then shall we plead " not 
guilty/' when the Throne is set and " the books 
are opened V* Now we have ourselves confirmed 
the Apostle's assertion^ ^^All have sinned^ and come 
short of the glory of God.'* Now we have our- 
selves admitted that we axe in God's sight "miser- 
able sinners ;" that " there is no health in us ;" 
that we are diseased and loathsome^ and unworthy 
to be caUed His children. We have ourselves 
made this confession— not once nor twice— ^nd we 
cannot escape from the meshes in which our words 
have entangled us. May the Lord be graciously 
pleased to make us feel a deep conviction of sin^ 
and a heartfelt desire to be deUvered from its chain, 
with which we are so closely " tied and boimd." 

And now, let me ask, why we dread so much 
the name of sinner. Why do we shrink and 
shudder at the word? Why do our fastidious 
feelings rise against it, as if it carried pollution in 
its very soimd, and was unfit for any but criminals 
to speak of? Should we not be more indignant 
and offended were we to be told, that we could 
never go to heaven at all ? that for us there is no 

• Mat. xii 37. 
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place in the Kingdom of God? That however 
rich and noble, and finely dressed, and delicately 
nurtured, we must dwell for ever in darkness, in 
torment, in unquenchable fires, " where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched ? "* Tell 
me, should we not yet be more shocked, offended, 
and disgusted, were we to be told this ? 

And yet, whether we believe this assertion or 
not, whether we will " hear," or whether we will 
" forbear," the Word of God declares to us plainly 
and unmistakeably, that unless we are sinners, I 
mean, unless we feel and confess ourselves to be 
sinners, (for we are so whether we allow it or not), 
I repeat, unless we feel and confess ourselves to be 
sinners, we cannot enter into the Kingdom of God- 
There is no place prepared for us in heaven, 
there is no "way " made plain for us, no admittance 
secured to us, no " door" open to receive us. We 
may knock, indeed, and say, " Lord, Lord, open 
to us ;" t but there is no seal on our forehead, no 
sprinkling of blood on our soul, no wedding gar- 
ment upon us ; we have no token about us to show 
that we are " meet to be partakers of the inherit- 
ance of the saints in light." t 

St. Paul tells us : " This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ 
• Mark ix. 44. f Mat xxv. 11 J Col. L 12. 
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came into the world to save sinners,^** Then, if 
we refiise to feel and confess ourselves sinners, we 
are not of the number of those for whom Christ 
died. We have no need of a Saviour : we do not 
want an Intercessor to plead for us. Jesus Christ 
did with his own lips declare : " I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance !"t Think 
of all which such blind infatuation involves. If 
we axe not Christ's whose can we be ? There is no 
middle state between heaven and heU ; " a great 
gulf" J is fixed between them, but nothing else. 

Alas! for the blindness, the pride, the self- 
righteousness, the infatuation of the natural heart. 
Puffed up and pampered with the things of this 
life, how does it revolt against the humbling, self- 
denying doctrines of the Gospel. Choked with 
cares and anxieties, it neglects them ; elated by 
vanity, it contemns them ; presumptuous and self- 
satisfied, it rejects them. But when our Lord's 
disciples asked, with astonishment and alarm, 
" Who then can be saved ?" how sweetly comfort- 
ing was the reply : " With man this is impossible, 
but not with God ; for with God all things are 
possible." § 

♦ 1 Tim. L 15. t Mark ii. 17. J Luke xvi. 26. 

$ Mark x. 27. 
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Oh blessed assurance! precious heaxt-eomforting 
assurance ! " With God aU things are possible." 
Neither the world, the flesh, nor the devil can pre- 
vail against the power of the Most High. The 
rich and great, as well as the poor and mean, can 
and may, if they willy be " more than conquerors 
through Him that loved us."* 

* Homans viii. 37. 
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CHAPTER XL 

And now, sinners as we axe — sinners, as T 
trust, we all desire to feel ourselves — ^let us hum- 
bly, yet confidently, accept " the comfort" with 
which " the God of all comfort" '^comforteth us in 
all our tribulation," that so our *^ consolation" 
may also ^'aboimd by Christ."* Let us turn our 
hearts to Him who left the bosom of the Father, 
to suffer the punishment of sin for, and instead 
of, us. 

Yes, the ransom of souls has been paid to the 
uttermost farthing — the justice of that God who 
is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, is satisfied. 
His wrath has fallen on one who covenanted with 
him "before the foundation of the world,"t to 
bear it for, and in the place of, man ; " he was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised (or 
our iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him, and with his stripes we are healed,"J 

* 2 Cor. L 3, 4, 6. t 1 I*et. i 20. J Isa. liiL 5. 
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" and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all."* 

Mark^ observe, adore, the incomprehensible 
mercy of God ! In the same dreadful hour in 
which, by the first Adam, we all died, behold the 
second Adam promised in whom ^'all shall be 
made alive !" " The seed of the woman" — even 
Jesus Christ — ^^^ shall bruise thy head"t that is, 
the power of sin. 

This precious promise was confirmed to faith- 
Ad Abraham, and through him to all believers. 
" The law," which was added four hundred and 
thirty years after, '^ was added because of trans- 
gressions, till the seed should come to whom the 
promise was made."t And in every sacrifice and ob-- 
servanceof the ceremonial law, the eye of faith look* 
ed through the sign to the Great Antitype, who was 
prefigured by them all ; and the behever received 
the blessing for the sake of Him who was to come. 

Amid the busy scenes of life have we ever 
thought of Jesus — of Him who came down firom 
Heaven ^* to seek and to save that which was 
lost "§— of Him whom the worthies of Old Testa- 
ment days worshipped and glorified ? 

* Isa. lui. 6. t Oen.iii. 15. % Gal. iii. 19. 

§ Ltike xix. 10. 
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This simple, yet searching question, may give 
offence to many, who have walked, perhaps, 
strictly, in outward forms. I know we have 
heard his name — I know we have pronoimced it 
frequently. Once on each Sabbath Day at least, 
I will suppose, we have uttered that sacred name, 
and bent the knee mechanically while professing 
our belief in Him as God's " only Son, our Lord." 
But is there any meaning in our minds attached 
to these solemn words? Do they bring to our 
remembrance the came of Christ's incarnation 
— the work He came down from heaven to 
do — ^the end for which He taught, and suffered ? 
Do we believe and fed that Jesus Christ is our 
only hcpe for salvation ? I repeat it — our only 
hopef 

Have we ever once considered within ourselves 
what our condition would have been, and that 
of all mankind, if Jesus Christ had not lived 
upon earth, and suffered death upon the cross 
for us ? Have we ever once thought solenmly of 
this? 

Let us, as we value our immortal souls, closely 
search our hearts, and see whether we do reaUy 
" believe in Jesus Christ," God's " only Son, our 
Lord," whether we are not in a deep sleep of 
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apathy^ whether we do not draw near to the Lord 
with our lips onlt/y while our hearts are far from 
Him, whether we do heartily receive him as our 
only hope f 

''There is none other"— (mark, NONE 
OTHER) "name under heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved."* 

There is none other way by which we can 
attain to life eternal than by the way of Christ. 
*' I am the way."t He says not *' I am a way," 
or " I am one of the ways," or " I dcoiapart of the 
way," but distinctly and emphatically, " I am the 
way. 

There is no dubious meaning in these words- 
no way of turning to the right hand or to the left, 
because they are plain, simple, definite words, easy 
to be understood. They are the words of Him 
who is co-equal, co-eternal with the Father — of 
Him who took upon himself the great, the stupen* 
dous work of man's redemption ! 

If we believe the Bible to be true, we must 
beUeve these words ; if we beUeve these words, we 
must believe that Jesus Christ is the only way — 
the only truth — ^the only life ; and if we believe 
ihisy then can we seek salvation in Jesus Christ 

• Acte iv. 12. t St. John xiv. 6. 
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alone — ^we have no other hope, or plea, or stay to 
rest upon. Then must we give up all confidence 
in ourselves — then must we give up all trust in 
our formal ^^eye service as men pleasers"* — ^then 
must we give up all confidence in our good hearts, 
good lives, good works, by which our consciences 
have been lulled to sleep, and by which we hoped 
to purchase favour in the sight of God. Yes, we 
must resign — we must renoimce — ^we must cast 
behind us every false, flattering, delusive hope of 
winning heaven by our own merits— our own 
endeavours — our most regular and systematic 
religious observances. We must resign — ^we must 
renoimce — ^we must cast behind us all trust and 
confidence in our harmless, blameless lives ; in our 
avoidance of outward sin, and our observance of 
outward duties. 

We must feel and confess /ram the hearty as we 
all do continually with our lips, that we are 
'* miserable sinners ;" that ** in us, that is, in our 
flesh, dwelleth no good thing ;"t that '^all we, like 
sheep, have gone astray ;" J that '^ our righteous- 
nesses are as filthy rags ;"§ and that our wicked- 
nesses ^^ are like a sore burden, too heavy for us to 

• Eph. vi. 6. t Roni« ^ 18» X I^a. liii. 6. 
§ Ibid. bdv. 6. 
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beax."* We must feel, confess, and tremble under 
it, that we are bom in sin — are partakers of a fallen, 
nature; and that consequently we are by birth 
enemies to God, children of wrath, " abominable 
and disobedient, and to every good work repro- 

bate."t 

We must feel all this deeply — ^we must be con- 
vinced of sin;j: self-condemned, and self-abased, 
and sensible of our total inability to turn and seek 
after God ! This is a painfiil, a humiliating, a 
distasteful truth; but we must bear it — and, more* 
over, we must feel it, for unless we do, we are fer 
distant from the kingdom of God; we are yet 
feeding, like the Prodigal, on the husks with 
which the swine are fed. 

Let us at once '^ arise," and go to our Father ; 
let us throw aside the proud stubbornness — the 
self-righteousness, which leads us to seek salvation 
in ways more pleasing to ourselves — ^more gratify- 
ing to the pride of our human nature ; and let us 
go to Him with humbled and contrite hearts ; for 
there is an atonement— an intercessor— a friend— 
a deliverer — a " brother bom for adversity ;"§ who 
sitteth ever '^ on the right hand of God ;*'|1 who 

• Ps. xxxriiL 4, Prayer Book v. f Titus L 16. 
t St John xvL 8. § Prov. xvii. 17. || Heb. x. 12. 
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^*is able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come imto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them."* '^ Behold the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of the 
world."t " Now God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Ghost, and with power.".... 
*'To him give all the prophets witness, that 
through his name, whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins."J *^ If any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous ; and he is the propitiation for 
our sins."§ " I, even I, am he that blotteth out 
thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins."|| 

The time would fail me were I to transcribe 
all the gracious, eager, loving declarations of God's 
mercy and good-will to sinners for His dear Son's 
sake ! Every line in the Book of Life teems with 
encouragement and comfort. We must search it 
for ourselves; it will richly reward the labour. 
We must [search it diligently, and pray earnestly 
for help and light while we do so, remembering 
that "no prophecy of the Scripture is of any^pri- 
t?o^ interpretation;"** they are open alike to us all, 

* Heb. viL 25. t St John L 29. J Acts x, 38, 43. 
§ 1 John iL 1, 2. .|| Isa. xliiL 25. ** 2 Pet. L 20. 
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high and low^ rich and poor^ Jew and Gentile, 
nation and individual, " For the same Lord over 
all, is rich unto aU that call upon him."* 

The promises of God are not to be viewed at a 
distance, with cold and solemn awe — ^they are not 
now to be received by Christians with the same 
" fear and quaking" with which the law inspired 
the first believers ; they are not to be considered 
too sacred for common hearts to use. The gracious 
covenant proclaimed from Mount Sion, ushered 
in by the song of angels, and preached to " the 
pooT^^ is to be laid closely to eoery heart. It is to 
be received with joy and gladness — ^to be held in 
every hand — uttered by every tongue — appropri- 
ated by every repentant sinner. It may not be 
doled out to us in poor, unsatisfying portions — ^it 
may not be given us with grudging, or timidity, by 
men of like passions with ourselves; we must take 
it in all its grand and glorious fulness — in all its 
fair yet surpassing magnitude — ^in all its unspeak- 
able tenderness, and boundless love. We must 
take hold of it with our own understanding — ^we 
must grasp it with our own intellectual powers — 
we must embrace it with our own heart and soul, 
and use it with fearless confidence ourselves ; for 

* RonL X. 12. 
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no man '^can by any means redeem his brother^ 
nor give to God a ransom for him ;"* neither can 
he stand between God and his brother's soul. 

* Pb. xlix. 7, 



^-^:W^^^^ 
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CHAPTER III. 

Salvation is the free, unmerited gift of God. 
"For by grace are ye saved, through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God ; not of 
works, lest any man should boast." * 

Now let us observe and dwell on these words. 
We are distinctly told that we are saved by grace, 
through faith ; that is to say, the tender, inex- 
haustible love of God, offers a free, full, unmerited 
pardon to sinners, " without money and without 
price."t God hath himself declared, "Deliver 
him from going down to the pit ; I have found a 
ransom,"^ even *^ Christ Jesus, who gave himself 
a ransom for all,"§ " that through his name, who- 
soever believeth in him shall receive remission of 
sins."|| " For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten son, that whosoever be- 

• Eph. ii. 8, 9. t Isa. Iv. 1. | Job xxxiii. 24. 
§ 1 Tim. ii. 6. || Acts x. 43. 
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lieveth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life/** 

But this free gift, although graciously held out 
to all, is granted only to those who ^* Repent, and 
believe the Gospel."t "By grace are ye saved, 
through faith^^ 

" Now faith," as the Apostle tells us, '^ is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen."$ By beheving the promises and 
declarations addressed to us by God, we become 
possessed of them — ^we do, as it were, take hold of 
them, and make them our own; we accept them, 
and thereby receive the blessings, benefits, and 
privileges treasured up for us in Jesus Christ. By 
disbelieving them, or contenting ourselves with 
confused. Unsettled, dubious thoughts of them, we 
are guilty of awful sin ; for we thereby deny the 
truth of God's most holy word, or, at least, hesi- 
tate to own it true ; by which means we set up our 
own blind ignorance against the word of Him, 
** who sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the 
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers." § 

What a solemn, awfiil thought this is ! Care- 
less indifference, and bold defiance, alike destroy 

* St. John iii. 16. f Mark i. 15. % Heb. xL 1. 

§ Isaiah xL 22. 

D 
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the soul ! Those who disregard are equally guilty 
with those who deny ! The heedless girl treads 
the ^' broad road which leadeth to destruction," as 
surely as the profligate, open offender, although 
the world draws a broad impassable line between 
them. The tempter is ever ready to " say peace, 
when there is no peace ;"* and to luU the soul 
with opiates, even into everlasting death. 

Let us, then, enqidre diligently of ourselves, 
whether we do come within reach of the Covenant 
of Grace — ^whether we do " repent and believe the 
Gospel" — ^whether we do stretch forth the hand 
of faith, to take hold of the promises of God, and 
the atonement made for us ; for we are exposed 
and liable to a fatal mistake in this matter, and it 
behoves us to examine well our title to everlasting 
life. ^' Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the 
faith," says St. Paul ; " prove your own selves."t 

"We are liable to suppose, that because we live 
in a Christian land, were bom of baptized parents, 
are ourselves baptized, and have neither denied 
nor caviled at the Scriptures, therefore we are 
saved, being true believers. We are liable to sup- 
pose that faith consists in going quietly on, med- 
dling not with " things hard to be understood," 
* Jer. vL 14. f 2 Cor, xnL 5. 



SAFETY IN PERIL. 36 

obseTYing certain forms and customs^ which the 
world sanctions and approves ; and perhaps in a 
r^ular and stated formal attendance at the Lord's 
table. We are liable to suppose^ that because the 
Son of God died to make atonement for the sins of 
the worlds therefore all without discrimination 
are included in the general pardon ; yet^ that to 
pretend to any certainty as to our indiMtud par- 
don, is an awful and blasphemous presumption ; 
and that those passages of Holy Writ, which do 
evidently contradict these opposite conclusions, are 
too deep and mysterious, and sacred, for any one 
to presume to investigate them. We are liable to 
think that all which is required of us is, to do as 
well as we can, for God knows our weakness, and 
will not expect more at our hands than we can 
perform, and that all our deficiencies will be sup- 
plied by the merits of Jesus Christ. We are liable 
to think that as long as we keep ourselves from 
gross sins, such as the commandments forbid, and 
observe as strictly as we can the duties enjoined by 
our national church, that we have nothing parti- 
cular to repent of, amend, or put away ; that by 
calling ourselves occasionally and mechanically 
" miserable sinners" — ^which term, if applied to us 
by others, rouses us to fiery indignation — we suffi- 
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ciently prove our humility and self-abasement^ and 
come fully within the requirements of God's pure 
and holy law ; and finally^ that any doubt or 
anxiety as to the actual safety of our souls^ argues 
extreme ignorance, or alarming aberration of mind, 
or weak and contemptible folly. 

Sisters, pause. Search your own hearts closely, 
and tell me whether these dim, delusive, contra- 
dictory views do not narrowly and alarmingly cor- 
respond with some of those which you are accus- 
tomed to maintain ! Oh ! believe me, they are the 
wild, reckless conclusions of thousands, who are 
not careful to apply to their perplexed, dissatisfied, 
weary hearts, the only anodyne that can give them 
stable peace ! Weak, dangerous, destructive as 
these inventions are, they are cherished and per- 
sisted in by thousands of perishing souls, who are 
content to " grope for the wall like the blind,"* 
and to wait for the blessed assurance — ^nay, even 
for the reasonable hope of eternal life, till the Day 
of Judgment shall declare it; foregoing all the 
present ''joy and peace in believing "f which they 
might on sure scriptural grounds possess, because 
they will not search and believe, and apply to 
themselves the promises and declarations which the 
* Isaiah lix. 10. f Bom. xv. 13. 
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Lord himself hath spoken. They cling to their 
own dark and futile reasonings^ but dare not con- 
fide in the faithful sayings of their God ! Is not 
this fulfilling the words of the Lord, " they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 
hold no water ?'** 

Rest not, I beseech you, in this howling wil- 
derness of doubt and darkness ! Be not afraid to 
look into the depths of your own hearts, and bring 
forth every thought — every opinion— and hold 
them up boldly and resolutely to the light of day. 
Examine and prove them by the standard of God's 
word — search diligently, and pray devoutly, that 
He will teach and direct you — ^and shrink not firom 
probing, ay, tearing and lacerating the quivering 
mind, so that you pull up by the roots every false 
hope — every vain plea — every fiattering delusion 
that may be soothing the soul to ruin and death. 
Oh ! believe me, present peace — ^if it can be called 
peace — ^is dearly bought with the anguish of death- 
bed terror — ^perhaps of endless woe ! Who, but a 
lost soul, can count the price at which a few fieet- 
ing years of spiritual ignorance and recklessness 
are bought ! 

* Jeremiah ii. 13. 
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Although we are all Christians in name^ and 
by profession^ yet it is not as a nation^ nor as a 
Church, collectively, but as individual souls, that 
we shall be justified or condemned; therefore as 
individual souls must we make our ^' calling and 
election sure ;"* as individual souls we must " be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ," and " be saved ;" 
wherefore, I beseech you, bend every faculty and 
energy to the work of examining and proving 
whether indeed " ye be in the faith." 

The Brazen Serpent f was erected within the 
camp of Israel to cure all who were bitten by the 
fiery serpents; but unless each sufferer himself 
looked upon it, its being in the midst of the con- 
gregation, and fireely offered for the healing of all, 
availed him nothing. He could not be healed 
because he was an Israelite— one among the de- 
clared people of the Lord, circumcised, and fulfill- 
ing strictly the Law of Moses — ^nor because his 
brethren looked upon the serpent, and were healed. 
Unless he did himself helieve God's promise, Aw»- 
self rely upon the virtue of the remedy, and look 
upon the serpent with his ovm eyes, he died. 

That Brazen Serpent was a bright, tu31, strik- 
ing type of Jesus Christ, who came " to heal the 
♦ 2 Pet. L 10. t Numbers xxL 8, 9. 
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sick," *' to save his people from their sins ;"* and 
the method of salvation proclaimed in the Gospel, 
is precisely the same as that which was commanded 
under the Law. 

^^ Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends 
of the earth, for I am God, and there is none 
else."t '* I> even I, am the Lord, and beside me 
there is no Saviour,"} was the word of the Lord 
by the mouth of His prophet. 

^' And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life,"§ is the word of *^ God 
manifest in the flesh,"|| that "Word "which was 
made flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and 
truth."** 

We must, therefore, each one of us — every man 
and every woman, the rich and the poor, the young 
and the old — singly and separately, feel and bewail 
the guilt and anguish of sin ; each, singly and sepa- 
rately, must believe in, and look to, Jesus — ^the only 
Saviour — ^for deliverance from sin and death ; each, 
singly and separately, must apply to his or her 
own sick and dying soul, the remedy prescribed to 

* Mat i. 21. t Isaiah xlv. 22. t Il>id. xliii. 11. 
4 St John iii 14, 15. || 1 Tim. iii. 16. ** St John L 14. 
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all — even the blood and righteousness of Jesus — 
not^ indeed^ as did the Israelites^ by the sight of 
the bodily eye, but by spiritual sight, e\en faith. 

Unless we do this, each one of us for herself, 
singly and separately, our great and precious pri- 
vileges as members of a pure and Apostolical 
Branch of Christ's Church on earth, can never suf- 
fice to secure our salvation. Can we venture to 
suppose — great and glorious as is our outward 
structure as a Christian Church and people — that 
we can be more safe within its pale, than were the 
Israelites within the camp, where the glory of the 
Lord constantly and visibly abode — where He 
manifested himself continually to His people, both 
by signs and wonders, exhorting them to obey His 
commands, trust in his mercy, believe in His pro* 
mises, and fear not what man could do imto them ? 
Tet, even with all these obvious and stupendous 
privileges, they were sinners and rebels in the 
sight of the Lord, and nothing could save them 
but looking singly and separately, with faith and 
trust, upon that one object, raised up at God's 
command for their deliverance. Dare we, then, 
rest upon anything but Christ ? And dare we, 
on the other hand, trust to His being a general and 
indiscriminate Saviour — pardoning all alike — ^mak- 
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ing no distinctions-.iiscermng not « between the 
righteous and the wicked^ between him that 
senreth God, and him that serveth him not?"* 
between those who " repent and believe the Gos- 
pel,*' thereby looking to Him only for pardon and 
acceptance with God, seeking to maintain a close, 
personal, life-giving communion with Him who 
has promised to come \mto those who love Him, 
and make His abode with them ;t and those who, 
living decent and moral lives, know nothing of 
Jesus experimentally, but trust to decency and 
morality, to the Church and to the Sacraments, 
for finding favour in the sight of God ; hoping that 
when they have done all that they catty their Sa- 
viour will do the rest ? Where, oh where, is this 
doctrine set forth in Scripture ? Who dares thus 
'^ to darken counsel with words without know- 
ledge?"} Where is it proclaimed that Jesus 
Christ is a half Saviour, or an insufficient one? 
Where is it proclaimed that He is a general Sa- 
viour, and an indiscriminate one ? Oh ! beware, 
lest ye be removed from " the grace of Christ, unto 
another Gospel, which is not another,"§ but a per- 
version of the Gospel of Christ. Beware, lest ye 

* Malachi iii. 18, f ^t. John xiv. 23. X Job xxzviii. 2. 

§ Gal. i. 6, 7, 
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be as Israel^ ^^ which followeth after the law of 
righteousness/' yet '^hath not attained to the 
law of righteousness. Wherefore ? Because they 
sought it not by faith ^ but as it were by the works 
of the law."* " For they, being ignorant of God's 
righteousness, and going about to establish their 
own righteousness, have not submitted themselves 
to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness to every one that 

believeth."t 

Christ, and Christ on/y, is our salvation. His 
righteousness— and His righteousness only— can 
justify us in God's sight. How else can we un- 
derstand the Apostle's declaration, " He hath made 
him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him ?"J 
The Lord himself declares, '^ And this is the name 
whereby he .shall be called THE LORD OUB 
EIGHTEOUSNESS."§ St. Paul fully declares 
his faith, and counts all things ^' but dross, that 
I may win Christ, and be found in him, not having 
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the right- 
eousness which is of God by faith."|| 

^ Rom. ix. 31, 32. t Md. x. 4. J 2 Cor. v. 21. 
§ Jer. xxiiL 6. || FhiL iiL 8, 9. 
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Thus, then, it must be in the pure and spotless 
robe of our Saviour's righteousness, that we stand 
before God. If we appear without that " wedding 
garment,'* a solemn parable teaches us the punish- 
ment that is our due. The righteousness of Christ 
is imputed to all who believe in Him, and is 
counted their own. St. Paul says, " But now the 
righteousness of God, without the law, is mani- 
fested." " Even the righteousness of God, which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all, and upon all 
them that believe."* " Now it was not written 
for his (Abraham's) sake alone that it was imputed 
to him" — through faith in God's promise — ^^ but 
for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we be- 
lieve in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead."t 

Here we see clearly that the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ shall be imputed to W5,.when we be- 
lieve and accept His gracious offer oifree salvation. 
Let us hear the triumphant language of the 
Church, by the mouth of the Prophet, ^' I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyftd 
in my God ; for he hath clothed me with the gar- 
ments of salvation, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh 
• Rom. iiL 21, 22. f ll>id. iv. 23, 24. 
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himself with ornaments^ and as a bride adometh 
herself with her jewels."* Such was the faith (rf 
the Old Testament Saints^ " not having received 
the promises^ but having seen them afar oflf, and 
were persuaded of them, and embraced them ;"t 
and such should be ours, who have received them 
in all their excellent glory, and all their precious 
fulness, in the person of Jesus Christ. 

Oh ! let us go to Him " in faith, nothing wa- 
vering,'*J but as empty ^ helpless sinners. Let us 
cast away our own works, for they are only works 
of darkness ; and let us not dare to think of our- 
selves, but as dust and ashes. Let us beware of 
trifling with the \mapproachable Majesty of God, 
in daring to sully, even in thought. His dazzling 
righteousness, by seeking to append to it one shred 
of our own filthiness. Let us say, from the ground 
of our hearts, with David, « I wiU make mention 
of thy righteousness, even of thine only."§ 

Yet, let not the ungodly triumph ; neither let 
this precious doctrine be misunderstood. *' Shall 
we continue in sin that grace may abound ? God 
forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin live 
any longer therein ?"|| ^^Know ye not, that to 

* Isa. Ld. 10. t Heb. xi. 13. % James L 6* 

§ Ps. Ixxi. 16. II Rom. vi. 1, 2. 
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whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his ser- 
vants ye are to whom ye obey ; whether of sin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteousness."* 

Let not the righteousness of Jesus Christ be 
regarded as a cloak for unrepented sin — a covering 
for that which we still love and indulge in. We 
must put off ^^ the old man with his deeds," and 
put on ^^ the new man, which is renewed in know- 
ledge after the image of him that created him."t 

If we are true believers — true disciples of a 
meek and crucified Redeemer, we must obey "from 
the heart that form of doctrine which was deli- 
vered" to us; and being "made free from sin," 
we must become " the servants of righteousness'."} 
We must, " as the elect of God," put on ^* bowels 
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness, long suffering ; forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel 
against any, even as Christ forgave" us, '^ so also" 
must we do.§ 

St. Paul, in terse, yet fervid, eloquence, sums 
up the glorious evidence, *^But after that the 
kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man 
appeared, not by works of righteousness that we 

♦ Rom. vi 16. t Col. ill. 9, 10. % Rom. vi. 17, 18. 

S Col. iiL 12, 13. 
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have done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost, which he shed on us abun- 
dantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour ; that 
being justified by His grace, we should be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. This 
is a faithful saying, and these things I will that 
thou affirm constantly, that they which have 
believed might be careAil to maintain good, 
works."* 

And we have a precious assurance, under the 
Gospel Dispensation, that we shall be sanctified as 
well as justified by the free grace of God ; for He 
has Himself declared, " For this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, saith the Lord ; I will put my laws into 
their minds, and I will write them in their hearts, 
and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to 
me a people." t 

Here is encouragement — comfort — assurance 
to the weak — the doubting — ^the troubled! And 
how sweetly — ^how graciously has our Lord Him- 
self confirmed the glorious prophetical announce- 
ment, '^ The spirit of the Lord is upon me, be- 
cause he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel 
• Titus iii 4 — 8, . f ^^^' xxxL 33 ; Heb. viii. 10. 
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to the poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted^ to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord." ^^ And he began to say unto 
them, this day is this Scripture fulfilled in your 



ears."* 



* Lukeiv. 18, 19, 21. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Holy Spirit is the sanctifler of all who 
believe in Christ. *^ If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his."* Here is a 
test, whereby we may judge ourselves ; " the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance."t If we do not possess, in some degree, 
these marks of regeneration, we are deceiving our- 
selves, if we think we are the children of God ; 
and the sooner we examine into our spiritual state 
the better. Holiness is a progressive work ; we 
do not become established Christians the moment 
we have accepted Christ as our " wisdom, right- 
eousness, sanctification, and redemption,"} al- 
though from that instant we stand in a new and 
blessed relation towards God ; but the work must, 
from that same instant, begin — the Christian must 

• Rom. 8, 9. t Gal. v.22,23. J 1 Cor. L 30. 
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buckle on his armour^ although he may not boast^ 
as he that taketh it off;" he must walk " after the 
Spirit/'* however feeble and faltering his steps 
may be; and he must feel, in the warfere 
between the Spirit and the flesh within him, 
that the Spirit is gradually, but surely, gaining the 
victory. 

The Holy Spirit is our teacher as well as our 
sanctifier. He alone can take of the things of 
God, and show them unto us.f He alone can 
bring to our remembrance all things whatsoever 
Christ hath told us.j: He alone can open our 
minds, and influence our hearts to perceive, and 
accept, and apply, and rejoice in the rich treasures 
of the word of God. The Holy Spirit alone pos- 
sesses the key that unlocks the inexhaustible gar- 
ners of Holy Writ ; to those who seek His help 
and teaching, the portals of true wisdom are thrown 
open, and '^ unsearchable riches " are freely given 
to the inquiring soul ; but to those who lean unto 
their own understanding, there is only darkness 
which may be felt. 

The Holy Spirit also " helpeth our infirmities, 
for we know not what we should pray for as we 

* Bom. viii. 1. t St. John xvi. 15. 

t St John xiv. 26. 
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ought^ but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for 
us with groanings which cannot be uttered."* 
'' The Spirit itself beaxeth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God,"t and as ** the 
spirit of truth," He will guide us into all truth, 
and show us things to come, j: 

This gracious — this holy Spirit, is promised to 
all who seek Him. Let us not think that enthu- 
siasts — ^wild, visionary enthusiasts only, believe in 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and that all 
who are in their sober senses, repudiate with holy 
horror the charge of entertaining so presumptuous 
an idea. All tru>e Christians believe in iiyfuUy — 
faithfully ; and sweet is the comfort and consola- 
tion that promised Spirit, " whereby we are sealed 
unto the day of redemption," § gives ! 

It is not enough to say, with heedless lips, *^ I 
believe in the Holy Ghost;" we must attach a 
meaning to the words. We must ascertain what 
beUef involves ; and if it involves our confessing 
that the Holy Ghost is " the Lord and Giver of 
life J proceeding from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son togrether is wor- 
shipped and glorified ;"|| then we must beware of 

• Rom. viii. 26. f Ibid. viii. 16. t St. John xvi. 13. 
§ Eph. iv. 30. II Creed. 
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denying in our hearts the words which we utter 
with our Kps. 

The word of God abounds with promises of 
the Holy Spirit ; would that Word which is Truth 
assure us of that which is not true^ and which it is 
presumptuous or insane to believe, and be " led 
by?"* Our blessed Lord has said, **If ye, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren, how much more will your Heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask it ;" f and 
reiterates the promise of " the comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost." J 

What Christ has declared and promised — how- 
ever the world may jeer and scoff— we reject at the 
peril of our souls. Now let us examine carefully, 
and with heartfelt prayer to be taught aright, the 
fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth chapters of St. 
John's Gospel, in which our Lord strongly, dis- 
tinctly,and repeatedly proclaims the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, which is to teach us all things, and bring 
to our remembrance all things, whatsoever He hath 
said. The Holy Spirit is there promised to guide 
us into all truth — to show us things to come — to 
take of the things of the Father and the Son, and 
show them unto us. He is emphatically declared 
* Bom. viii. 14. f I^^e xi. 13. % St. John xiv. 26. 
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to be the Comforter — ^He is to abide with us for 
ever — to dwell with us, and be in us. 

And who has made this astonishing — this glo- 
rious proclamation, which is even now going forth 
to the uttermost parts of the earth, and is fulfilling 
every day and every hour, where the " glad tidings 
of great joy" are spread ? Jesus Christ himself 
proclaimed it ; and if we believe or reject one word 
that He has spoken, we must beHeve or reject aU. 

Oh, let us beware of turning from the words of 
the Lord of Glory, to listen to the fooHshness of 
human reason ! Let us beware of regarding the 
operations of God's Spirit in our souls as presump- 
tion and fanaticism. Let us take ^* the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God,"* and the 
" shield of faith" to beUeve all that the Scriptures 
tell us, and therewith " quench the fiery darts of the 
Wicked" One; nothing can stand up against 
" Thus saith the Lord." 

Let us not fear, and shrink firom, the finger of 
scorn — ^it cannot hurt us. Let us not blush at the 
reproach of men which may assail us. *^ If God 
is for us, who shall be against us?"t They are 
enthusiasts, who expect salvation in other ways 
than that which the Lord hath appointed; and 
♦Eph.vL17. t itom. viiL 31. 
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who seek to light their own steps by the dim and 
flickering lamp of reason. They are blasphemous 
and presumptuous who refuse to receive the word 
o£ God in all its breadth and fulness ; who hesitate 
to invoke the aid of the Holy Spirit — glorify- 
ing Him^ together with the Father and the Son, 
beseeching the Lord to deliver us " by the coining 
of the Holy Ghost ;"* and also *^ to send to us the 
Holy Ghost to comfort us," f praying to God to 
*' cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspi- 
ration of thine Holy Spirit;"} and who^ at the 
same time, ridicule and repudiate the idea of these 
strongly expressed petitions being granted, and 
these blessed operations taking place in the heart ; 
thus mocking the majesty of the Godhead, by 
soliciting that which they do not believe in, or 
expect to receive. They are wild and visionary 
who expect the blessings of the Gospel covenant 
without being able to give a " reason for the hope 
that is in them."§ They are weak and insane 
who deride the followers of the meek and lowly 
Jesus because they confidently expect, and seek to 
experience, those blessed operations of the Holy 
Ghost which God's word hath aflSrmed to us, 

* Litany, t Collect for Sunday after Ascension. J Collect 
in the Communion Service. . $ 1 Pet. iii. 15. 
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and without which no man can turn from his wick- 
edness and live. 

Oh, ye who desire to inherit the kingdom of 
God — ^who would indignantly repel the idea of 
coining short of a blessed immortality, yet have 
experienced nothing of that vital change of heart 
to which the promises of the Gospel are exclusively 
restricted,* I earnestly and affectionately implore 
you to take heed of the ruin to which you are ra- 
pidly and contentedly hastening ! It is not enough 
that you do not actually cavil at the truth — that 
you receive blindly and obediently all that your 
godfathers have promised for you, and your parents 
have taught you — ^that you are admitted into the 
visible church by baptism, and have yourselves 
pubUcly ratified that solemn vow — ^and that you 
attend steadily all the ordinances of our scriptural 
and admirably-constructed Church. It is not 
enough, I repeat, that all this is done. The 
Scribes and Pharisees were dihgent and devout in 
all their religious exercises ; yet they were *^ like 
unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beau* 
tifiil outward, but are within full of dead men*s 
bones and all uncleanness ;"t and bitter woes 
were denounced against those self-righteous and 
* Mat xviU. 3. t ^^t. zziiL 27. 
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most scrupulous professors. All these outward 
duties may be performed so as to deceive others, 
yes, even ourselves. We may not intend to de- 
ceive — ^we may seek God daily, and delight to 
know His ways, and in approaching to God,* and 
thereby satisfy our own minds that all is well. 
But this is not enough, '^ Except a man be bom 
again '' — ^^ except a man be bom of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 

God."t 

We have been bom of water, for we are bap- 
tised members of Christ's visible Church ; but we 
must not confound the washing of water in bap- 
tism with the ^^ washing of water by the word ;" J 
we must not confound the baptising " with water 
unto repentance," with the baptising " with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire."§ The mighty 
question is, have we been bom of the Spirit ? 
Have we been quickened by the Holy Ghost? 
Have we been " transformed by the renewing of 
our minds r' II Have we in very deed renounced 
*' the devil and all his works, the vain pomp and 
glory of the world, with all covetous desires of the 
same, and the carnal desires of the flesh ?" For 

♦ Isa. IviiL 2. t St. John iiL 3, 5. t Eph. v. 26. 
§ Mat. iiL 11. St John L 33. || Rom. xii. 2. 
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these we were pledged to renounce at our baptism. 
Have we felt the state we are in, by nature, of sin 
and alienation from God — the absolute necessity of 
being justified by a personal application of the 
blood of Christ hy faith ^ and being clothed in His 
robe of righteousness, whereby alone we stand ac- 
cepted in the sight of God ? Have we felt within 
us new thoughts, new affections, new desires, our 
hearts withdrawn from the love of this world, and 
knitted to Him who alone can make us happy ? 
Have we felt such love to the Lord Jesus Christ 
for all He has done for us, that our tempers, tastes, 
and feelings are changed, and brought into cap- 
tivity " to the obedience of Christ ?" t Have we felt 
that deep repentance for all our past offences to- 
wards our Heavenly Father, that has made us mourn 
in the disquietness of our hearts, and feel that 
nothing but a sense of His pardoning love for 
Christ's sake could give us rest? Have we felt 
the emptiness of our own efforts to do His will, 
and the unprofitableness of our best works, when 
seeking His favour through and by them; and 
have we found peace in giving up all and every-^ 
thing of our own devising, and castiug ourselves 
simply, fully, and implicitly upon the Saviour who 

* 2 Cor. X. 5. 
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died and rose again for us^ and in whom alone our 
*'help is found?"* Have we renounced every 
plea — every hope, but the blood and righteousness 
of Christ ? Have we felt that looking unto Jesus 
is the only cure of sin, and the only deliverance 
from death? — ^that the moment the soul looks 
away from the Saviour — although only to its deep 
repentance, its tears, its prayers — although only to 
its faith y as a, prop in its spiritual course — so surely 
does its peace become shaken, and doubt, and 
anguish, and alarm, and conflict arise ? Do we feel 
that we have no prop — no support, but Jesus 
Christ himself ? And can we rest confidingly upon 
the Word of God, believing that what He hath 
spoken — ^however incomprehensible to us — ^He can 
and wiU perform ? 

If we cannot say that these feelings have, in 
ever so slight a degree been awakened within us, 
we are not yet bom of the Spirit. The Spirit of 
God, which strives with our sinful hearts, produces 
in us new, and strange emotions, sometimes ter- 
rible and appalling — at others sweet, elevating, 
affecting, as a sense of our corruptions, or of the 
grace and love of God in Christ, by turns prevail. 
Sometimes the operations of the Spirit are quick 
* Hosea xiy. 8. St. John xv. 5. 
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and powerful — sometimes slow, gradual, and at 
first almost imperceptible ; but the Spirit must 
work, and we mmt perceive its workings — the 
Spirit mmt quicken us, and we mmt awake to 
spiritual life — ^the Spirit must sanctify us, and we 
nmst feel that we are renewed in heart and mind — 
that "old things have passed away," and that 
all things are become new,"* The Spirit nmst 
bear witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God." t In short, " if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ he is none of his." 

Now, in the experience of all real Christians — 
howeversomeof thefeaturesineachmay vary — ^there 
is a strong and prevailing family likeness. The out- 
lines are exactly similar in all, but the lights and 
shadows naturally differ, according to the character 
and temper of the " old man," J which is therefore 
'' put off" with varying degrees of ease or difficulty. 
The Evil Spirit is eventually cast out : but from 
some he departs with little apparent effort; in 
others he resists, and seeks to parley with Him 
who commands him to go forth; in others he 
strives mightily — ^he tears and rends them. But 
in every instance the leading characteristics are 
the same. The Evil Spirit dwells in the hearts of 
• 2 Cor. v, 17. t Rom. viiL 16. % Eph. iv. 22. 
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men ; the Saviour comes to cast out devils — to heal 
the sick — ^to preach the Gospel to the poor ; the 
Holy Spirit quickens the soul to see and feel its 
lost condition — ^implants the gift of faith^ and en- 
ables it to seek deUverance through Him whom 
even devils obey; He speaks the word — the old 
Serpent yields up his prey, and hastens from the 
face of Him who alone can *^ bruise the Serpent's 
head; the sinner delivered firom death and hell^ 
now sits *^ at the feet of Jesus clothed, and in his 
right mind."* Behold the believer's history. 

Whoever has not yet experienced the first 
dawning of spiritual life — ^who has not yet felt that 
in the heart, however mild, and sweet, and loving, 
the natural character may be — ^that in that heart a 
Spirit of Evil dwells, is yet in her sins. The 
Father of Lies knows well how to instruct his 
agents ; and in gentle hearts he bids them lie so 
still that not one wicked word or thought may 
disturb the torpid conscience, and create the least 
suspicion of sin and danger. All is so calm — so 
good — so unoffending— that the poor victim per- 
ceives not the abyss before her, till the eyes of her 
understanding are opened by Him who alone 
giyeth sight to the blind, and bringeth the sinner 

* Luke viiL 35* 



60 SAFETY IN PERIL. 

out of darkness into the marvellous light of truth. 
Then, and not till then, the Evil One rouses him- 
self, and the spiritual strife begins. 

Oh that this holy war might be waged in all 
our hearts ! that we might all " fight the good 
fight," and *^keep the faith,"* for we should be 
more than conquerors through him that loved 
us."t We should be proof against the bold at- 
tack — ^the subtle ambush — and the deep-laid mine ! 
We should be armed to the teeth, with weapons 
against which a legion of dark spirits cannot join 
in fight ; and " it is written "J would put to flight 
every specious argument that man can place before 
us. I repeat, we must be bom again. 

* 2 Tim. iv. 7. t Rom. viii. 37. X Mat. iv. 4, 7, 10. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Faith — justifying, soul-saving faith — ^is a sim- 
ple, yet mighty spiritual energy. It is the believ- 
ing gaze of the soul — aroused to a sense of its own 
utter ruin — upon that *^Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world !"* It is the 
surrendering up to God of our natural will, and 
carnal reasonings, and submitting to be saved from 
everlasting death, in the way which the Lord hath 
appointed. " It is," says Hooker, *' the hand that 
putteth on Christ unto justification." 

This is faith. Oh ! my sisters, blessed is she 
that crieth out *^ with tears. Lord, I believe, help 
thou mine unbelief." t 

Faith is, indeed, " the victory that overcometh 
the world," J for it triumphs over worldly wisdom, 
" oppositions of science," § carnal reason, and all 

* St. John i. 29. t Mark ix. 24. X 1 John v. 4. 

§ 1 Tim. vi. 20. 
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those dark uncertainties whicli our earthly minds 
love to shelter in. It humbles our proud hearts — 
it brings down every high imagination—every self- 
exalting thought — ^it compels us to submit to 
truths and teaching which our fleshly sense abhors 
and recoils from — and it elevates our thoughts, at 
the same time, to such a dizzy height, that faith 
only can support us as we gaze. 

God manifest in the flesh ! The Eternal God 
standing upon this earth ! The Eternal God, in 
the form of man, suffering cold and heat — ^hunger 
and thirst — ^pain and sorrow — scorn and reproach 
— shame and spitting — crucifixion and death ! 
All this that man may live with Him for ever and 
ever in heaven ! Amazing, overwhelming thought ! 
Can we dwell deeply on these truths, and not sink 
into dust and ashes before such wonders — such 
amazing, such unutterable love ? 

When we behold all that the Lord of Glory 
suffered to redeem us from the wrath of God — 
when we see and contemplate all He was obliged 
to undergo to satisfy Eternal Justice, which re- 
quired the death of the offenders — ^when we know 
that He was obliged to endure the punishment due 
to every sinner, from the creation to the destruc- 
tion of the world (think, oh ! think, of the weight 
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and deadliness of the accumulation which was laid 
on His meek and bleeding head^ under which He 
had, above all, to bear the hiding of God's face, 
wringing from His patient, but agonised breast, 
that piteous, soul-harrowing cry, " My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me ?") — ^when we 
see and feel all this, can we wonder fliat there 
was — that " there is nOne other name under hea- 
ven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved,"* than the name of Jesus Christ? 

Could Eternal Justice have been otherwise ap- 
peased ? — could the sins of man have been atoned 
for by any other offering, would the Lord who 
made heaven and earth have given Himself as a 
sacrifice ? " Burnt offering and sin offering hast 
thou not required. Then said I, lo ! I come, in 
the volume of the book it is written of me," f 

Man could not atone for his own transgression, 
for he was accursed, and under sentence of ever- 
lasting death. Beasts could not atone for man's 
transgression, because soidless bodies were un- 
worthy to die in the place of Him who was made 
in God's own image. " For it is not possible that 
the blood of bulls and of goats should take away 
sins."$ How, then, was the work of man's salva- 

* Acts iv. 12. t Psalm xL 6, 7. \ Heb. x. 4. 
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tion to be achieved ? ^^ And he saw that there 
was no man^ and he wondered that there was no 
intercessor ; therefore His arm brought salvation 
to him^ and His righteousness it sustained him." * 
" Then said He, lo ! I come to do thy will, O 
God." "By the which will we are sanctified 
through the ofiering of the body of Jesus Christ, 
once for all."t "But He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for oiir iniquities ; 
the chastisement of our peace was upon J3em, and 
with His stripes we are healed. All we, like 
sheep, have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid upon 
Him the iniquity of us all." J 

Thus was Eternal Justice satisfied! By this 
stupendous work the Lord hath been "just, and 
the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." § 

The sacrifices under the law were but types 
of the One Great Sacrifice, promised from the 
beginning of the world," " who verily was fore- 
ordained before the foundation of the world,"|| and 
by virtue of whose covenant engagement with the 
Father, all who believed the promise received the 
blessed gift of everlasting life. "I know," said 

* Isaiah lix. 16. f B^eb. x. 9, 10. % Isaiah liiL 5, 6. 
§ Rom. iiL 26. || 1 Peter L 20. 
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Job, "that my Redeemer liveth, and that He 
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth."* 
And all the Old Testament Saints knew this pre- 
cious truth. " These all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them afar 
off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced 
them, and confessed that they were strangers and 

pilgrims on the earth." t 

The law itself having "a shadow of good 

things to come, and not the very image of the 

things," could "never make the comers thereunto 

perfect. For then would they not have ceased to 

be offered ? " " But in those sacrifices there is a 

remembrance again made of sins every year. "J 

No man could, in his £dlen state, observe the 
law and keep it, blameless ; but sacrifices of vari- 
ous kinds, and offerings, were appointed to be con- 
tinually offered up for sins, all figuring and show- 
ing forth the fall and perfect atonement, which 
was, in the fulness of time, to abolish all other, 
and be the " one sacrifice for sins for ever."§ 

The Paschal Lamb was the first and grandest 
figure of Him that should come. Oh! it is a 
glorious type of Jesus, whose blood, applied by 

♦ Job xix. 25. t Heb. xi. 13. t Ibid. x. 1, 2, 3. 

§ Ibid. X. 12. 

F 
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faith to the soul of man^ delivers him from the 
guilt and ruin of a camal and fallen nature — ^from 
the chains and bondage of that terrible captivity 
under which the power of Satan^ and his own 
manifold corruptions have aU his life held him — 
from the wrath and fiery vengeance of a just and 
holy God, and from the sentence of everlasting 
death, which the law has recorded against him. 
Yes, the true believer strikes that precious blood 
confidingly upon his heart and soul, rests peace- 
ably and faithfully upon the word of promise, goes 
not about to seek deliverance in any other way, 
but waits for the salvation of God. He girds 
himself obediently for the Lord's service ; feeds by 
faith upon "the Uving bread which came down 
from heaven,"* and stands, with his shoes on his 
feet and his staff in his hand, as a stranger and a 
pilgrim on the earth, ready to go forth and meet 
the bridegroom when he appeareth. 

In the darkness and ignorance of this vain and 
evil world, how many sleep in thoughtless and 
perilous security, regardless of those loud threaten- 
ings and judgments, which are taking place in the 
wide world around them I They are rich and 
great, fiUed with good things, and their hearts and 

* St. John vi. 51. 



SAFETY IN PERIL. 67 

ears are dull and heavy, that they will not listen to 
the truth. But in the morning of the resurrection, 
there will be a great and fearful cry, oh ! blessed 
axe they whose souls shall be washed in the blood 
of the Lamb ! They shall be brought out of Egjrpt 
with a mighty and stretched out arm — they shall 
go forth with singing, and enter into the joy of 
their Lord ! 

The scape- goat typified with precious clearness 
the fixture deUverer firom sin.* The high priest 
laid his two hands upon the head of the goat, and 
confessed ^^ over him all the iniquities of the chil- 
dren of Israel, and all their transgressions in all 
their sins, putting them upon the head of the 
goat." After which the goat was sent away, by 
the hand of ^^a fit man" into the wilderness, 
bearing " upon him all their iniquities, into a land 
not inhabited," and he " let go the goat in the 
wilderness," thus sweetly prefiguring Jesus, who 
has borne ^^ the sins of many," f (yes, of all who 
have laid and who shall lay them upon Him, con- 
fessing with deeply contrite hearts their sin,) and 
who has graciously and mercifiiUy declared, ^* I 
will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sins 
no more." J 
* Leviticus xvi. 20, 21, 22. t Isa« liii- 12. t Jer. xxxi. 34. 
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Another beautiful and affecting emblem of tbe 
future sacrifice, was shadowed forth at the cleans- 
ing of every leper* Of two birds which were 
brought to the Priest, one was killed in an earthen 
vessel, over running water ; the other, dipped in 
his fellow's blood, was let loose into the open field 
to fly away. Here is a strong type of Him whose 
spotless spirit dwelt in " an earthen vessel," and 
whose blood washes away our sins ; who came ** by 
water and blood, even Jesus Christ ; not by water 
only, but by water and blood ;"t who has pro- 
mised to " sanctify and cleanse " (His Church) 
" with the washing of water by the word ;" J out 
of whose throne proceedeth " a pure river of life, 
clear as crystal ;"§ who biddeth "him that is 
athirst come, and take of the water of life freely ;" || 
and who is Himself the " fountain once opened for 
sin and for uncleanness."** And the living bird 
affectingly pourtrays the sinner, dipped in the 
blood of Him who suffered in man's nature, and 
in his stead liberated from guilt and death, and 
suffered to go free ! 

Oh! each and every ordinance of the Ceremo- 
nial Law presented to the eye of faith a bright, 

• Levit. xiv. 4, 5, 6, 7. \ I John v. 6. % Eph. v. 26. 
§ Rev. xxii. 1. || Ibid. xxii. 17. *• Zech. xiii. 1. 
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though imperfect, picture of the Great Original, 
who was ** to fulfill all righteousness,"* and in His 
glorious person be the consummation of them all. 
The Cities of Refuge, too, where the chance 
shedder of blood was safe, when the Avenger pur- 
sued him — what a figure of our refuge — our 
safety ! Jesus, the Door of the Sheepfold, through 
whom " if any man enter in, he shall be saved." 
The curse of God's broken law pursues the sinner 
unremittingly. Day and night we hear its thun- 
ders; and flee from its withering influence by 
every path that seems to promise peace ; but till 
we find the " narrow^^ path, we flee in vain. Not 
all the wide alluring ways that branch off on either 
hand, can give us rest or safety. The gay crowds 
that throng them are ^^ seeking rest, and finding 
none ;" for all the pleasiires of the world are in- 
sufficient to satisfy the guilty heart. The harp 
and the viol may clash sweetly; but above the 
loudest harmony rise the cries of conscience, and 
the agonised victim rushes on, hopelessly trying to 
drown that fearful sound, or escape beyond its 
reach. Hopeless, vain attempt! "There is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked." f 

But once attain the straight and narrow way ! 
• Mat. iii. 15. + Isaiah Ivii. 21. 
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behold ** the door," standing open to receive us ! 
Press — Chasten forward ! lo ! the Avenger stops — 
the law 18 powerless — the shrieks of conscience are 
heard no more — the sinner has entered in ! behold, 
"he shall be saved.'* Oh! stupendous mercy! 
It seems as if sinners could not help being saved, 
so various are the calls and means of grace held 
out to us — ^all pointing to the Open Door, and cry- 
ing loudly to us, to rush into the Fold of Christ, 
the " Shepherd of the sheep." 

How can we doubt and wrestle against God's 
Spirit, when we see and know the meaning of all 
His precious promises? What comfort — what 
balm — what hope — ^what joy they ought to give 
us, for they are all meant for us — ^for you and for 
me, my dear and thoughtless sisters, as much as if 
there were none but you and myself in the world. 

We doubt and wrestle against God's Spirit, 
because " the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God ; for they are foolishness unto 
him ; neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned."* We doubt and wrestle 
because we seek not aright to imderstand the 
things contained in the word of God. We doubt 
and wrestle because the veil of imbelief is still 

• 1 Cop. ii 14. 
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upon our hearts, and until the power of the Lord 
Himself shall rend it, we cannot spiritually discern 
" the mystery of the Kingdom of God."* 

We ^^walk" by sight, and not by ^' faith," 
therefore are our eyes "blinded that we cannot 
see," and our ^^ hearts hardened that we cannot 
understand." f 

" The just shall live by faith," J and "without 
faith it is impossible to please God."§ 

♦ Mark iv. 11. t St John xii. 40. J Gal. iii. 11 ; Heb. 

X. 38. § Ibid. zi. 6. 
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• CHAPTER VI. 

It is a matter of the most intense importance — 
of the most overwhehning magnitude — to know 
how we are to approach the Saviour to be healed ; 
for many ways are pointed out by men, and an in- 
experienced traveller is very likely thus to be 
deceived. 

By some we are told to approach Him through 
the Sacraments; by others in the diligent per- 
formance of our duties; by others by means of 
rites and ceremonies ; by others through the medi- 
ation of His Mother, or that of departed saints, by 
whose good offices alone we may be heard and 
helped — overlooking the Saviour's own emphatic 
words, "Who is my mother?" " Whosoever 
shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, 
the same is my brother, and sister, and mother."* 
We are told, " Lo ! here is Christ," and " lo ! he is 

• Mat xii. 50. 
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there;" but Christ has Himself warned us to 
''believe them not."* No error that has ever 
crept into the minds of men but has been fore- 
known, foretold, and forbidden, by the word of 
God. 

Jesus Christ is the Great Physician of souls ; 
and as, when we are diseased in body, we go to 
the earthly physician in all our sickness and suf- 
fering to be restored to health, so we must go to 
Christ. He is able and willing to heal us; to 
" forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness." f We must go to Him as we go 
to our physician on earth, sin-sick and dying — ^not 
waiting until we feel better in health, recovering 
from the illness under which we are labouring — 
but now, just as we are. Let not a sense of our 
own sinfrdness deter us for one moment from 
approaching the mercy-seat at once, or set us upon 
trying to make ourselves better than we are by 
outward forms, or self-imposed austerities. We 
are, indeed, unworthy — leprous, and loathsome, 
and vile, beyond even the conception of our unholy 
minds; but we must go to Christ to cleanse us, 
for His blood alone ''cleanseth from all sin." J 
We must bear the intolerable burden of oiir sins 

• Mark xiii. 21. 1 1 John i. 9. % Ibid. 



74 SAFETY IN PERIL. 

till He removes it, for no other hand can lift it 
from our souls ; and if we delay to go to Him till 
we can show Him cleaner hearts and hands, we 
shall never go to Him at all. 

All who went to Him upon earth were wel- 
comed — ^pardoned — ^healed ; but we read of nothing 
like preparation in them, except intense desire to 
"see Jesus, who he was,"* to "touch his gar- 
ment," f aiid '^ to be heard of Jesus as he passed 
by." J The people came in crowds to hear Him, 
and to be healed ; but they came just as they were 
— ^with all their sins and sicknesses upon them. 
They were carried in beds— on couches — ^in men's 
arms, to the place where Jesus was ; but they 
waited not to grow better, either in soul or body — 
or to bring gifts and offerings in their hands. 
They felt their need of Him : that was their pre- 
paration; they believed that Jesus could heal 
them: that was their cure. 

The only qualification for mercy we can possess 
is, " a broken and a contrite heart "§ — ^a weary and 
heavy laden spirit. The only preparation Jesus 
requires is a sense of sin, and of our need of His 
salvation — the only questions He ever asked on 

• Luke xix. 3. t Mat ix. 21. % Ibid. xx. 30. 

§ Compare Ps. xxxiv. 18 ; Ps. IL 17 ; Isa. IriL 15. 
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earth were, " What will ye that I should do unto 
you ?"* *^ BeHeve ye that I am able to do this?'* f 
He is the same Saviour still — imchanged, im- 
changeable I 

Let us not err in this matter. If we had 
power to make ourselves — or to be made by man 
— ^more fit to go to Jesus than we are now, we 
should not need His help — ^we should not need a 
Saviour — ^we should have power to heal and cleanse 
ourselves, and should then disprove the word of 
Christ, who says, ^* Without me ye can do noth- 
ing." J Let us observe the awful tendency of all 
such views as this ; they are more frightful in their 
consequences than our widest range of thought 
can conceive ; and will effectually hinder us from 
attaining: everlasting: life. They are invaluable to 

of men — to hold them in chains — ^to make mer- 
chandise of them. They are invaluable, too, to all 
who wish to ** serve two masters" — to "worshipGod 
and mammon ;"§ as well as to those who love the 
indolent tranquiUty of entrusting their souls to 
others' care; or of purchasing salvation by their 
own *' vain oblations," so pleasing to the pride of 

• Mat XX. 32. t Il>id. ix. 28. % St. John xv. 6. 

S Mat. vi. 24. 
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man's self-righteousness. But to the contrite 

hearty oppressed with a sense of sin^ they are a 
refiige of lies — there is no peace in them. They 
lull the conscience for a time ; but it is only those 
who believe that " enter into rest."* 

We must receive the Gospel of Christ as little 
children, with humble, teachable, and contrite 
hearts. As ^^ new bom babes," we must " desire 
the sincere milk of the word, that" we "may 
grow thereby ;" f and not be led away by any rea- 
sonings, however specious, that we cannot fuUy 
reconcile with the pure and unadulterated word of 
God. We must search the Scriptures with un- 
wearied diligence — ^with earnest prayer, that our 
eyes may be opened to see, and our hearts to re- 
ceive, the truth as it is in Jesus. We must not 
read as a task — not coldly and formally — ^but for 
our lives; for the soul's life depends upon it. We 
must not be discouraged by the darkness and 
ignorance of our own minds on scriptural subjects. 
Well taught minds — highly educated in all 
branches of worldly knowledge, may yet contem- 
plate with dismay so new and solemn a course of 
study — one for which the previous life and pursuits 
may have in no degree prepared them. But let us 
• Heb. iv. 3. t 1 Peter ii. 2. 
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'* be strong and of a good courage." The way, 
indeed, may seem wrapped in obscurity ; but the 
true "light shineth in darkness,"* and will 
brightly illumine the hearts of all who truly seek 
Him. 

The Ethiopian ennuch t — ^how ignorant was he ! 
And alone ! passing through a land of strangers, 
and returning into his own dark and idolatrous 
country ! But he was carrying with him a trea- 
sure worth more than worlds could purchase, and 
a special command from God went forth concern- 
ing him. " And the angel of the Lord spake unto 
Philip, saying. Arise, and go toward the south, 
unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem 
unto Gaza, which is desert." Along that desert 
way journeyed the highly-honoured minister of a 
heathen monarch ; but even amid all the splendour 
of Eastern magnificence, his eyes and mind were 
rivetted on those precious truths, which can by no 
man be clearly understood, unless they are spirit- 
ually discerned. " Then the Spirit said unto 
Philip, Go near and join thyself to this chariot." 
How graciously did the Lord vouchsafe to order 
the minutest circumstances of this deeply interest- 
ing and instructive interview ! The lowly-minded 

• St John i. 5. f Acts viii. 26—38. 
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man " of great authority," listened to the address 
of the humble stranger, and at once invited PhiHp 
to " come up and sit with him." Then his doubts 
and difficulties were soon dispelled; for Philip 
" opened his mouth," " and preached imto him 
Jesus." 

Thus it shall be with all who seek sincerely to 
understand God's word. The Lord will teach 
them by his Spirit, and will cause all hard or 
doubtAil points to be made plain; so that they 
shall indeed find the Gospel of Christ to be *' the 
power of God imto salvation."* The Lord will 
grant such helps to His inquiring people, as shall 
aid and refresh them on their way ; and, like the 
Eunuch, they will be met and directed by God's 
messengers, however desert-like and unpromising 
their path may be. ^^Thus saith the Lord, thy 
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel ; I am the Lord 
thy God, which teacheth thee to profit, which 
leadeth thee by the way thou shouldest go."t 
Oh, let us not doubt after this full and faithful 
assiirance of God's own gracious purposes to all 
who seek Him ! Let us not doubt that we our- 
selves shall be taught and directed in the way 
everlasting, that blessed way in which we all 
* Rom. i. 16. t Isa. xlviii. 17. 
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should go ! Only let us " search the Scriptures " 
daily, and diligently ; not by the dark lantern of 
human help, but by the glorious effulgence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

What an incentive and encouragement to us 
to press on to attain the knowledge of His will, 
does the Lord hold forth to us in the succeeding 
verse : " Oh that thou hadst hearkened to my 
commandments ! then had thy peace been as a 
river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the 
sea!"* 

We cannot plead ignorance as a reason for not 
coming just as we are to God, because He has de- 
clared that He himself will teach us. We cannot 
plead inability as a reason for not coining just as 
we are to God, because He has promised to ** lead 
us in the way in which we should go." We can- 
not plead weakness and helplessness as a reason for 
not coming just as we are to God, because He has 
declared himself to be "our refuge and our 
strength." f Above all — ^and this is the crowning 
mercy — ^we cannot plead sin as a reason for not 
coining just as we are to God, because he has 
declared that " Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners;" J and that "He is able also to 
* Isa. xlviii. 18. t Ps» xlvi. 1. J 1 Tim. i, 15. 
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save to the uttermost all who come unto God by 
Him^ seeing He ever liveth to make intercession 
for them."* 

Let us hear St. Paul's most comfortable words 
to assure and quicken us: "Having therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which he 
hath consecrated for us through the veil, that is to 
say. His flesh, and having an high priest over the 
house of God ; let us draw near with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water." f 

If he who confessed himself to be " the chief 
of sinners " could thus boldly enter " the Holy of 
holies," through the blood of Christ, let us, who 
are the chief of sinners too, take courage — trust it 
as fiilly — enter as fearlessly. " The Spirit and 
the bride say come. And let Him that heareth 
say come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take of the water 
of Vde freely. ^^X "Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath 
no money, come ye, buy and eat; yea come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without 
* Heb. vii. 25. t Ibid. x. 19—22. % Rev. xadL 17. 
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price."* " K any man thirst, let him come unto 
me and drink." f 

Let us go, then, to the Throne of Grace, 
boldly and fearlessly, but with broken and contrite 
hearts. Let us go empty-handed, and let us go 
alone — ^for no hand can sustain — ^no intercession 
can avail us, but that of Christ Himself. No 
form — no ceremonial — no " bodily exercise " — .no 
*^ voluntary humility " can bring us acceptably 
before the Lord. To " thirst " alone, the call of 
God is uttered — to "t hirst" alone, the promise is 
made — to " thirst " alone, the water of life is 
given. 

Let us not be discouraged and weak ; for be- 
hold, there stands " in the midst of the Throne," 
" a Lamb, as it had been slain "J — the one full 
and perfect sacrifice for sin, ever precious, and 
ever present to the sight of the Eternal Father — 
through whose atoning blood and justifying right- 
eousness we are pardoned and accepted ! Oh ! 
let us go fearlessly and faithfully to our recon- 
ciled Father, who loves us with an everlasting 
love ; let us pour out our hearts before Him — 
confess our sins to Him, for He only can absolve 
* Isa. Iv. 1. t St. John vii. 37. % Rev. v. 6. 

G 
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us^ and pleads as the ground of our confide 
His own gracious promises held out to m 
Jesus Christ. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The world may be said to have entered into a 
twofold compact with Satan, for the more certain 
destruction of souls. Besides the allurements and 
temptations it holds out, and its deadening in- 
fluence upon all who belong to it, or tamper with 
it, it arrays itself against the truth in a form so 
deceptive, that it is difficult for its victims to 
detect and escape the snare. It assumes the garb 
of religion ; it sanctions precision in all religious 
observances, reverence for established forms and 
ceremonies, respectful recognition of the all-wise 
Disposer of events ; and an agitated, wavering 
attempt to *^ trust in Providence," particularly 
when Httle else is left for us to do. More even 
than this : strictness — seriousness to a certain ex- 
tent, will be conceded to us by the world, provided 
only that we do not *' coimt all things but dimg " 
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that we " may win Christ/'* provided only that we 
do not^ as did the disciples of Christy forsake all^ 
and follow Him. 

But if a soul, awakened by the Spirit of God, 
seeks to inquire deeply into *^ the things that 
belong imto our peace ;"t — ^ ^ doubt is felt as to 
our eternal safety — and a fear arises that we may 
yet come short of the glory of God — ^if a strong 
and restless sense of sin afflicts the conscience, 
and in addition to the outward profession, the 
heart surrenders itself wholly to God — ^if in short, 
as must ever be the case, the convicted soul finds 
the precious promises of the Gospel to be alone 
*' the power of God imto salvation," J and re- 
nouncing all other hope, takes refuge in the atone- 
ment and perfect righteousness of Christ — then, 
and then too surely, the persecuting spirit of the 
world awakens, and directs its bitterness against 
it. Then does it condemn it, and seek to entangle 
it in its talk. Then does the world say to it, as 
the Pharisees said to him of old who was restored 
to sight, " Thou wert altogether bom in sins, and 
dost thou teach us ?"§ 

Just so long as reUgion sanctions the pleasures 

* Phil, iii 8. t ^^e xix. 42. t Rom. i. 16. 

§ St John ix. 34. 
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of the world, and refines them by keepmg gross 
enormities at a distance, and protecting the mind 
thereby from self-reproach and uneasiness, which 
would embitter, and probably conclude, the course 
of worldly indulgence — just so long will the world 
leave us undisturbed, and allow us to be well-bred, 
and honourable, and high principled, and even 
rational, although we may be somewhat more pre- 
cise than there is any occasion to be. But from 
the hour that we have chosen and entered upon a 
narrower, and a straiter path — have turned 
from, and renounced, the views and pleasures of 
our previous lives, and have set seriously about 
the care and salvation of our immortal souls — ^from 
that moment the world will condemn and abandon 
us. Our conduct tacitly condemns its own ; and 
with instinctive tact it will seek to establish the 
validity of its own cause by denoimcing ours, and 
will shrink from the society of those whose prin- 
ciples and views disturb its false peace, and cause 
a cry, which must be drowned or silenced with 
speed. 

The anguish and distress of a soul convinced 
of sin, while it is passing through the wilderness 
of ignorance, and doubt, and conflict, is to the 
children of this world a certain proof of disease or 
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madness; and again^ the stable, solid peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost, which succeeds when a full 
and glorious view of Jesus and His finished work 
is vouchsafed to it, is pronounced by them to be 
presumption ! So unacquainted are the children 
of this generation with the experience and privi- 
leges of the people of God — so imable are they to 
distinguish between the joyful breathings of a 
regenerate soul, and the wild ravings of a dis- 
ordered imagination, and so utterly contradictory 
are they in their judgment and opinions ! 

The world ever opposes itself to that free and 
full reception of Jesus Christ in His person and 
ofiices, which alone can produce solid peace, and 
without which the strictest and most rigorous ser- 
vice is but a ^^ vain oblation." It admits, indeed^ 
that Christ died for our sins, but it scrupulously 
avoids and discourages any further allusion to Him, 
and brands with fanaticism those who rest on 
Him avowedly for daily help and. grace. It con- 
siders that this continual, and exclusive looking 
to, and reliance upon, Christ, derogates from the 
dignity of the Father — ^forgetting that by their 
own confession as members of the Church of Eng- 
land they afiirm, "And in this Trinity none is 
afore or after other — ^none is greater or less than 
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another"* — ^forgetting also the words of Jesus 
Himself, ^*I and my Father are one."t "He 
that believeth in me, believeth not in me, but in 
him that sent me. He that hath seen me, hath 
seen the Father." J 

Our blessed Saviour, in that sublime and most 
affecting illustration of Himself as *' the Vine," 
clearly and copiously unfolds, and impressively 
dwells upon, the intimate and complete union 
between Himself and all believers, and the impos- 
sibility of possessing spiritual life, but as we are 
imited by a living faith to Him ; thus, as it would 
seem, arming His people against error in this vital 
point by fixing their hearts and eyes exclusively 
on Him. The Father is the Husbandman to 
whom the Vineyard belongs — ^but Jesus is " the 
true Vine," in whom alone believers can spiritually 
fructify and flourish, and find acceptance in the 
sight of God. " As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine, no more can 
ye, except ye abide in me. I am the Vine, ye are 
the branches ; he that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same shall bring forth much fruit, for 
tdthout me ye can do NOTHING !" § And again, 

* Creed of St. Athanasius. t St. John x. 30. % Ibid. xii. 
44, 45 ; and xiv. 9. § Ibid. xv. 5. 
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while yet in the bosom 'of the Father^ Jesus de- 
clared^ by the mouth of His prophet, ** From me 
is thy fruit found."* 

Here, then, is our warrant for looking con- 
tinually to Jesus, in whom, and by whom, and 
throtigh whom only we can enjoy the love and 
favour of the Father. 

Oh, let no man deceive us. Jesus Himself 
has said, " For the Father judgeth no man, but 
hath committed all judgment to the Son, that aU 
men should honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father. ^^f What are we that we should doubt 
and stagger at that which the Lord hath spoken ? 
What are we that we should dare to set up systems 
of our own, and cast aside the plain and gracious 
teaching of the Lord of heaven and earth ? Oh, 
is not this madness ? Is not this infatuation ? is 
not this wild and desperate frenzy ? 

And what is meant by ** abiding in Jesus?" 
The plain and literal meaning of the word is, 
dwelling, resting, continuing. Abiding in a 
country or a city, means making our home therein, 
and we all well know the blessings connected with 
the idea of home. " Abiding in Jesus," therefore, 
means dwelling, resting upon, continuing in Him 
* Hosea xiv. 6. f St John v. 22, 23. 
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— ^making Him the home of our hearts — and seek- 
ing to realise and enjoy the blessings and privileges 
promised and annexed to this condition of the 
soul. ** If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you."* " As the Father hath loved me, so 
have I loved you ; continue ye in my love. If ye 
keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my 
love, even as I have kept my Father's command- 
ments, and abide in his love. These things have 
I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in 
you, and that your joy might be full."t 

Oh, words of wonder ! Words of rich and 
overwhelming import ! As the Father hath loved 
the Son, even so doth the Son love them that 
abide in Him ! Can we, by our own imperfect, 
fluctuating, earthly love, conceive even the pale 
shadow of that which ever flows in deep and daz- 
zling streams from the bosom of the Eternal God 
— ^He who is emphatically called by Christ's 
beloved disciple, " Love ? '* And yet such im- 
fathomable — such inexhaustible — such inconceiv- 
able love, is, by Christ's own declaration, ever 
flowing from His frilness into the souls of all 
** who keep his commandments." 

* St. John XV. 7. t Il>id. xv. 9, 10, 11. 
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Stupendous mystery ! Close and blessed union 
between God and man ! Seen by no earthly eye 
— ^heard by no mortal ear — ^this secret intercourse 
is ever taking place between the regenerate soul 
and her glorious Covenant Head ! Prayer is ever 
ascending unseen to Heaven — ^grace ever descend- 
ing, falling like dew upon the tender herb. Sin, 
unfaithfulness, alas ! too often interrupt the sen- 
sible enjoyment of this inestimable privilege — dim- 
ness and darkness too frequently prevail — ^but the 
stream still gushes with never-failing force— its 
waters never run low ; the fountain is inexhausti- 
ble, for it is God Himself! So long as we bring 
empty vessels to receive the promised supply, it 
flows abundantly ; it is only *^ when there is not a 
vessel more,"* that the precious oil stays — ^when 
our faith wavereth it is that we shall ** receive 
nothing from the Lord."t 

The faithftd follower of Christ can ask nothing 
that shall not be given him : " Ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done imto you !" ** And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
K ye shaU ask anything in my name, I wiU do 
it." J Here is a promise, my sisters ! A promise 

* 2 Kings iv. 6. t James i. 6, 7. J St. John xiv. 14. 
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without bound or limitation ! Oh, bethink you of 
a Christian's possessions ! Bethink you of all that 
is treasured up for him in Christ Jesus— in Him 
who hath " received gifts for men,"* and in whom 
all fulness dwells ! 

A Christian has but to ask, and it shall be 
given him. But does he seek such riches as the 
world craves after ? Does he ask for wealth — 
power — fame — lands — titles — crowns — sceptres — 
kingdoms ? No. " For all these things do the 
nations of the world seek after." f The Christian 
prays for grace — ^faith — ^love — strength — ^holiness — 
obedience. He prays to be more and more closely 
united to his Covenant Head ; more and more 
moulded to His will ; more and more conformed to 
His image ; more and more led — ^taught — guided — 
governed, and sanctified by the Holy Spirit ; more 
and more separate from the world, whose friend- 
ship is declared to be "enmity with God." J 
These are the riches for which the believer prays. 
All perishable gains are but as dung and dross to 
the eye of faith, which beholds imseen glories ! A 
Christian praying for earthly treasure is an 
anomaly. God and mammon cannot hold imited 
sway in any heart. **No man can serve two 
* Psalm Ixviii. 18. f Luke xiL 30. % James iv. 4. 
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masters."* " Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness^ and all these things shall he 
added unto you "f saith the Lord, and upon this 
the believer acts, in quiet and assured confidence, 
that whatever is good for him on earth, that the 
Lord will provide ; for " the young Uons do lack 
and suffer hunger; but they that seek the Lord 
shall not want any good thing." J 

The true follower of Jesus possesses in Him 
those ^* imsearchable riches "§ which never fail — 
which cannot be wrested from him, and which 
afford increasing enjoyment. His word is deeply 
pledged to those who love Him, and His promises 
are a lordly heritage to all who dare accept them. 
Presented and pleaded at the Throne of Grace by 
humble and trusting hearts, they draw forth 
special answers, and copious outpourings of grace 
and love. "For he is faithful that promised ;"|| 
and " it pleased the Father that in him should all 
fulness dwell."** 

Now, this faithful — this loving Saviour, *^ is he 
whom the world cannot receive, because it knoweth 
him not."tt This is He whose name is never 

* Mat vi. 24. t Il>id. vi. 33. % Psalm xxxiv. 10. 

§ Eph. iii 8. || Heb. x. 23. ** CoL L 19. 

tt St. Johnxiv. 17. 
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spoken by the world, except in the scriptural ser- 
vices of the Church ; this is He whose name when 
uttered aloud produces silence — or astonishment — 
or offence-or, perchance, a sneering snule ! 

Oh ! shame to a land professing Christianity ! 
Shame to a people "baptised into Jesus Christ !"* 
In heathen lands, among idolatrous nations, we 
might mourn, because the people know not the 
Lord; but surprise would not mingle with our 
grief, for " how shall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard ?"t But that in England — 
Christian, Protestant England — such wilfiil ignor- 
ance, such absolute impiety should be found, over- 
whelms the mind with terror, astonishment, and 
awe ! 

Let us hearken to the words of the Lord Him- 
self : ** Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with 
the holy angels." J 

Let us think of all that these words convey. 
Let us image to ourselves, however faintly, what 
the effect will be of Christ denying us at the 
Judgment Day ! " I tell ye, I know ye not 

• Rom. vi. 3. t l^id. x. 14. X Mark viii. 38. 
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whence ye are; depart from me, ye workers of 
iniquity !"* 

Oh! doom of horror and unmitigated woe! 
Whither shall a soul flee, when Jesus — ^the only 
refuge of sinners-^bids it depart firom Him for 
ever? Who will receive it? Who will speak 
comfortably to it? What rock of defence — ^what 
fortress and deliverer — ^what helper and defender 
will there be, when " the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up,*'t and there 
is no sure hope for it in its God ? 

Let us think deeply and ser'ously cf these 
things, my sisters ; things that mtist be, and that 
shall be, and soon will be ; and let us ask our 
own trembling hearts, whither shall we flee ? 

The day of grace will then have passed — the 
night of wrath set in ; though we take *^ the 
wings of the morning," J yet we shall find no rest 
for the sole of our foot. We may, indeed, seek 
the Ark of Salvation then — ^but then it will be too 
late — ^no hand will be stretched forth to pull us in. 
* Luke xui. 27. t ^ Peter liL 10. % Psalm nTrxi-r. 9. 



SAFETY IN PERIL. 95 



CHAPTER VIII. 

That England — Christian, Protestant England 
— contains souls who virtually deny the Lord that 
bought them, is a startling, frightful, but most 
certain fact. Do we not deny Him when we dis- 
like to hear, or avoid to speak His name ? When 
we withdraw ourselves from those who boldly and 
faithftdly confess Him before man — when we 
apply depreciating epithets to those who speak of 
Him in their daily discourse with gratitude and 
love, and who openly profess to make His word 
the rule of their daily life ? Is not this denying 
Him ? And where shall we find that goodly com- 
pany that would not be put to flight or shame by 
mention being made of Jesics f Certainly not in 
those assemblages that are met with in what is 
called *' the worlds Let each of us in our dif- 
ferent orbits, look around, and say whether we do 
not strikingly and sadly perceive this fact. 
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The adversary of souls has achieved a triumph 
in casting a shade of contempt upon those who 
love to speak of Jesus Christ, even in these days 
of full Gospel light. "He was despised and 
rejected of men" in His own blessed person, and 
His faithful followers still retain that mark, among 
many others, of their fellowship with Him. The 
term " Low Church" is very frequently applied 
contemptuously or indignantly to them; and 
*^ evangelical " has long been regarded by pne sec- 
tion of professing Christians as something unsound, 
unchurchmanlike, and very nearly allied to dissent. 
Yet, evangelical, in the simple sense of the word, 
means "agreeable to gospel; consonant to the 
Christian Law revealed in the Holy Gospel." 
Whenever contempt or ridicule can be affixed to 
persons or opinions, Satan has gained a great 
advantage, for the human mind is more painfully 
alive to sarcasm than to the boldest rebuke, or the 
strongest condemnation, and shrinks with acute 
susceptibility from the harmless and powerless 
finger of scorn. This Satan knows full well ; and 
he labours unweariedly to bring the grand essen- 
tials of religion — the fundamental doctrines, and 
the distinguishii^ characteristics of the Gospel — 
into reproach among men. 
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We all unite in condemning the infidelity of 
Peter, — we, perhaps, never read the affecting 
description of our Lord's bitter sufferings and 
humiliation, without surprise at the desertion of 
His terrified followers in the hour of His severest 
trial. But let us examine dispassionately our own 
conduct, and then say, whether we do not — deli- 
berately and complacently, every day of our lives 
— ^act the same base and unfaithful part. Even in 
this professing country, our Lord is put to shame 
day after day, while we, like Peter, stand by, and 
evidence by our indifference, or our silence, at 
least, if not by open confession, that we " know 
not the man."* We bend with shrinking 
cowardice to the sinful customs of the world — ^we 
yield to the strong current of public opinion — and 
permit it to silence our testimony, if it does not 
weaken our convictions. All this we do daily and 
hourly ; and since only the contempt of men scares 
us from our duty, how shall we condemn one who 
had sufferings and death before his eyes when he 
denied his master? Base and unfaithful as he 
was, he yet ^* remembered the word of the Lord," 
he ^* wept bitterly," t and became the ardent and 
fiEdthfiil witness for the truth as it is in Jesus ; but 

• Mat xxvi 74. t Ibid. xxvL 75. 

H 
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we neither weep or repent — ^we remember not 
what the Lord hath spoken — we feel not the 
enormity of our crime, and the extent of our defec- 
tion! The very best among us rest too well 
satisfied with inward convictions, and do but little 
to promote the glory of God — to extend His king* 
dom — or declare ourselves to be uncompromising 
soldiers and servants of Christ, unto our lives' end. 
This is cowardly, treacherous, half-hearted service i 
Let us look at the stringent laws and severe 
punishments in use among men; especially of 
those in our country's service. And shall the sol^ 
dier of Christ allow himself in those things that 
worldly men, in their worldly callings forbid and 
abhor ? Shall he stand less steadfast from love, 
than they do from fear or shame ? Unworthy fol- 
lowers are we of the Captain of our salvation ! 

The root of this evil is unbelief. If we analyse 
our feelings, and steadily trace them to their 
source, we shall find the foimtain head is unbeliefl 
We do not believe the Scriptures ftdly : therefore 
we dare not walk fearlessly by their rule. If we 
realty believed them, they could not fail to govern 
every thought, and word, and action of our lives, 
because their vast and tremendous importance 
would crush and annihilate every other considera- 
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tion ; but we are afraid to act upon them ; therefore 
we do not fully beKeve them. 

Hear the word of the Lord : " He that over- 
oometh shall inherit all things ; and I will be his 
Grod^ and he shall be my son. But the fearful^ 
and unbelieving^ and the abominable^ and mur- 
derers^ and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the 
lake which bumeth with fire and brimstone, which 
is the second death." * 

Now, let us mark these words : " llie fearful 
and unbeliemnff " shall perish as surely as those 
who have committed every crime, and broken 
every law contained in the Two Tables ! Let this 
startling truth awaken us to a sense of our own 
imminent danger. Li our quiet, well-ordered 
homes, — in our secluded drawing-rooms, where 
murder, sorcery, or idolatry have never entered — 
where neither lies nor abominations were ever heard 
or uttered, — even there we may be found *^ fearful 
and imbelieving," and as such, quivering on the 
brink of that burning lake — on the very borders of 
everlasting death ! 

To be unbelievers we need not be Jews, Turks, 
or Infidels. We may be professing members of a 

* Rev. xxL 8. 
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Christian Church — ^we may be staunch and hot 
defenders of her forms and ceremonies — ^we maj 
stand rigidly apart from all who worship the Lord 
according to other forms — ^we may uphold with 
zeal and energy the Liturgy^ the Articles, the 
Homilies, the discipline of our Scriptural and 
Apostolic Church (and may God give ub grace erer 
to do so boldly and faithfiiUy) — I say we may do 
all this, and yet be both ^^fe^irful and un* 
believing." 

This is a terrible thought. Thousands have 
lived and died in outward communion with oar 
beloved Church — have contended zealously in her 
defence — and denounced all who were not covered 
by her wings — ^who may have virtually denied the 
truths she teaches — and unconsciously rejected 
those very doctrines she so scripturally and fedih- 
fully sets forth. Alas ! may I not say many IWy 
and stand among us now, who do so ? 

Let us examine closely whether we really are 
members of the Apostolic Church established in 
these realms. Let us see whether we do beUeve 
all and every thing she teaches — ^whether we can 
conscientiously 9:vow ourselves members of her 
communion — for, perchance, we have no right to 
follow her banner ; perchance we have no right to 
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swell her ranks ; perchance we are traitors and not 
true men. 

Let us read (and as we read^ pray earnestly to 
be taught by the Spirit of Truth) the Thirty-nine 
Articles of her Faith; let us read them line by 
line, word by word, over and over again. Let us 
read — tmder the same gracious teaching — the 
Homilies of our Church, with the same diligence 
and attention; and then let us ask ourselves 
whether we can conscientiously subscribe to them. 
Ah ! how many dissent from their church's doc- 
trines without knowing it ! How many crowd her 
courts th^t have no just right to be there ! 

She sets forth with holy boldness ^' the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world."* 
^le points with outstretched hand, and looks with 
believing gaze, to the Crucified Redeemer. She 
utters His name aloud — ^unceasingly. iSftc pro- 
claims Him on the house-top — ^His name is ever 
on her lips. She declares that ^^ we are accounted 
righteous before God, only for the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faiihy and not 
for our own works and deservings ; wherefore that 
we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome 
doctrine, and very full of comfort." f 'SA^ declares, 

• St John i. 29. t Article 11. 
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*' For Holy Scripture doth set out tinto us only the 
name of Jesus Christ, whereby men must be 
saved."* jS%0 interposes nothing between the 
Saviour and the soul — ^neither living man nor 
departed spirit ministers between them, in her 
pure and scriptural offices. Her faithful ambas- 
sadors preach not themselves, ^' but Christ Jesus 
the Lord,"t aiid exalt Him only as ** the head 
over all things to the Church." J She is not 
'* fearfiil and unbelieving" in her faith and hope. 
Her Homilies enlarge and dilate upon her more 
condensed confessions. They expatiate fully upon 
every point of Evangelical Truth, and set forth 
boldly and expUcitly those spiritual views and 
scriptural opinions, which in these days alas ! are 
regarded by so large a portion of professing 
Christians, with suspicion — condenmation — or 
contempt. 

"Examine yourselves," says the Apostle, 
'* whether ye be in the faith ; prove your own 
selves." § We must beware how we espouse and 
defend a cause of which we know nothing. By 
so doing we are, in all cases, likely to fall into a 
state of painful and awkward embarrassment ; but 

• Article 18. t 2 Cor. iv. 5. J Eph. i, 22, 

§ 2 Cor. xiiL 5. 
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in this the alternative is one of whicli we little 
^eam^ and of serious importance. We must either 
admit the truth — ^the scriptural foundation — of all 
our Church enforces, and by so doing range our- 
iselves on the side of those whom the world despises 
—or we must avow ourselves to be dissenters — 
separatists from the Church of England — and what 
is yet more unexpected, dissenters from the truths 
of the Gospel! 

This is a state of things terrible to reflect 
upon ! To feel that we can, and may^ have *^ a 
name that we live, while we are dead"* — to feel 
that even in the sweet sheltering bosom of our own 
true Church we can, and way, be unbelieving — to 
feel this — or the faintest suspicion even, that all is 
not safe within — ^is enough to break the soul's 
torpid rest — to dispel at once the vain delusion 
under which we have dwelt so long ; it is enough 
to fill us with terror and dismay, and set our whole 
souls to ask with the trembling jailor, " what must 
I do to be saved ? " f 

Our feet stand on the brink of eternity — ^in one 
short instant we may be, and in a few fleeting 
years we shall be, laimched into the dread realities 
of a tremendous immortality, and then happiness 

• Rev. iii. 1. t Acts xvi. 30. 
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or misery must be our everlasting portion I Oh, 
surely this thought wiU awaken concern for our 
souls, and arouse a spirit of keen inquiry within 
us. Surely we shall desire to know whether out 
feet stand upon a sure foundation ? Whether our 
hopes are built upon the Rock of Ages ? Whether 
we do, indeed^ ^^ believe on the Lord Jesus Christ*'* 
unto salvation ? Who could be so infatuated and 
so blind as to trifle with this momentous question, 
were it not that Satan steeps his victims in such 
death -like stupor, that the Spirit of God alone can 
cause the " dry bones to live ? " Let us not grieve 
the Spirit, but yield to His gracious influences, for 
He waits to be gracious, according to the Father's 
Covenant engagement with His Eternal Son, who 
died for our offences, and in whom the Father 
loves and longs for us ! Every appeal, and every 
warning to our heedless hearts, is sent by Him. 

What say the Scriptures of the Jews that 
dwelt in Berea ? ^^ These were more noble than 
those in Thessalonica." And why? "In that 
they received the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so. Therefore many of them be- 

Ueved."t 

• Acta xvi. 31. t Ibid. xviL 11, 12. 
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Let US therefore, as we value our salvation, 
search the Scriptures daily, as did the noble 
Bereans — daily, hourly, with fervent, imwearied 
prayer. We must not rest satisfied with man's 
teaching, however excellent and helpful it may be 
— ^but study, judge, compare, decide for ourselves. 
The Holy Spirit will teach us, and show us, as we 
are able to bear them, the deep things of God. 
The Lord graciously opened the Scriptures to his 
two disciples as they walked and were sad ; and 
" their hearts burned within them " though they 
knew Him not. * And ^' Jesus Himself stood in the 
midst" of his disciples at Jerusalem, and "opened 
their understanding, that they might understand 
the Scriptures." t ^ like manner Jesus will open 
our understandings to see the *' mystery of godli- 
ness." J He will visit us, as we meditate upon 
these things, and will graciously expound the 
Scriptures to us. He will direct us in our search 
after truth, and make our way plain before our 
face. The green pastures of the Gospel will more 
than make up for the " dry places " of the world 
which we leave behind us — ^for the tasteless fruits 
and scentless flowers that strew its weary ways. 

* Luke xxiy. 32. f Ibid. xxiv. 45. 

X 1 Tim. iii 16. 
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** Oh^ taste and see that the Lord is good ! Blessed 
is the man that trusteth in Him !"* 

Let not the adversary of souls delude us to our 
ruin^ by suggesting that '* by-and-by" — ** at a 
future day" — " when we shall have more leisure," 
it will be time enough to think of spiritual things. 
It will not be time enough; a future day may 
never come ; to-night our souls may be required of 
us. *' Behold now is the accepted time ; behold 
now is the day of salvation."! 

Let us not say, with Agrippa, '^ almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian ;" j: nor with 
trembUng Felix, « go thy way this time, when I 
have a convenient season I will send for thee."§ 
No time is like the present ; and if we reject not 
His offered love, He will lead us to the Well of 
Living Water — He will roll away the stone from 
its mouth — and give us of the "water of life 
freely." || His word will be a lamp to our feet, 
and a light to our paths, leading us safely through 
all the errors, as well as perils, that beset our 
path ; only let us plead before Him in sincerity 
our ignorance and helplessness, and His own most 
gracious promises to returning sinners, for they are 

* Psalm xxxiv. 8. t 2 Cor. vi. 2. J Acts zxvL 28. 
§ Ibid. zziv. 25. || Key. jodL 17. 
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founded upon a rock^ and ^^ God is not a man that 
lie should lie; neither the son of man that he 
should repent ; hath he said^ and shall he not do 
it? or hath he spoken^ and shall he not make it 
good ? "♦ 

The Lord in His gracious purposes towards 
men^ has pledged Himself to receive and accept 
those who call upon His name ; but unless I were 
at once to transcribe the Bible, it would be impos- 
sible to bring forward all the sweet encouragements 
— ^the earnest calls — the strong assurances — the 
deep pledges of our God to sinners. But they are 
all treasured up for us in His word. Let us 
'* read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them," 
and pour forth unceasing and believing prayer that 
He would bless them to us. 

* Numbers xxiiL 19. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The service of Jesus Christ involves neither 
moroseness^ despondency^ nor gloom. It is empha- 
tically a service of perfect freedom — of perfect hap- 
piness — and perfect peace. It does not burden 
the conscience with distracting trifles — ^with the 
'^mint, anise^ and cummin," the non-essential 
things for which many so laboriously and acrimo- 
niously contend; nor the mind with wearisome 
observances ; nor the body with penances, absti- 
nences, mortifications, ceremonies and rituals, 
" after the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Christ ? " * It separates 
us, indeed, in heart and taste, from many indul- 
gences, pursuits, and pastimes, that in days of 
thoughtlessness and sin, we loved and followed 
after ; but the joys and pleasures of a renewed 
mind are so rich and satisfying — ^its views and 

• CoL ii. 8. 
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aims so pure and lofty^ that the miserable and un- 
worthy enjoyments of the earth lose their relish ; 
and in renouncing them we only wonder how it 
was that we loved and indulged in them so long. 
Gladness and cheerful pleasures do not vanish 
when the affections are given to God ; it is a gross 
mistake to think they do — a fatal falsehood — and 
a subtle invention of the Enemy of souls to keep 
them from eternal life. 

No. Religion — ^religion of the heart — sanctifies 
and sweetens life^ divests it of all its real unhap- 
piness^ and fortifies the soul against those evils 
which are the fruit of sin. None are so truly 
blessed — so ftdly in possession of mental peace^ 
and real heart-happiness^ as those who have turned 
from the vanities of the worlds and found the 
realities of the Gospel. None so thoroughly enjoy 
— ^because none so wisely use — ^the blessings and 
harmless recreations which our tender parent gra- 
ciously and richly scatters around us. Abundant, 
indeed, are the sources of pure, unmingled plea- 
sure, which rise up on every side when our hearts 
and minds are renewed, and fitted for higher and 
holier employments. In our natural state we 
grovel among the worthless things of earth — 
unable and unwilling to cast off our gaUing fetters. 
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though we bleed at every pore^ and daily anA 
hourly experience the hoUowness — the deceitfulneeir 
— the bitterness — and the instability of all the 
world has to bestow. But in our renewed state we 
soar ! — soar in realms of peace and joy, that no 
earthly trouble or grief can darken — ^no worldly 
disappointment interrupt — ^no bodily suffering de- 
stroy! And, oh! joy imspeakable, joy cheaply 
purchased by all the world affords ! — " we know 
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens/** 
This thought — ^this full assurance ! how does it 
trample down all temporal grandeur — smile at the 
few fleeting hours of tears and sorrow here below 
— and laugh all the toil, and graspings, and empty 
pleasures of this world to scorn ! What says St. 
Paul : " For all things are yours ; whether Paul/ 
or ApoUos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things present, or things to come; all 
are yours; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is 

God's." t 

A glorious title-deed has the true believer ! — a 

noble heritage-* princely patrimony! Is there 

anything gloomy or terrible in this? Is there 

• 2 Cor. V. 1. t 1 Cor. iii 21-.28. 
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anything depressing in such views as these ? And 
yet these are the privileges of all God's people. Is 
there anything in their nature to make us shrink 
firom partaking in them — ^to make us prefer ^^ the 
pleasures of sin for a season,"* and crave after 
those tinsel gewgaws which perish in the using ? 
Believe me, none are truly, intrinsically happy, 
but those whom the world despises. 

Let me earnestly plead with you, my sisters, to 
think deeply and emphatically upon these things. 
These are no common days — this is no "piping 
time of peace" — ^we are on the threshold of mo- 
mentous events, and we shall all have to take part 
in them. Even now — at this hour, and in this 
land — two mighty armies are assembling — two 
great commanders are marshalling their forces, 
and in such a war, none can stand by-— each and 
all must range themselves on one side or the other. 
It is not an earthly, but a spiritual struggle, in 
which every living soul must be a warrior. 
" Young men and maidens, old men and chil- 
dren," f must be armed and accoutred for the con- 
flict, for already ^^the enemy cometh in like a 
flood," and the Lord is about to '^ lift up a standard 
against him." j: 

• Heb. zi. 25. f Ps. cxlviiL 12. { Isa. lix. 19. 



112 SAFETY IN PERIL.. 

The " Captain of the Lord's host"* is still the 
same as when he led his people through the wil- 
derness — ^He whose name is " Faithful and True" 
— ^but who is now " clothed in a vesture dipped in 
blood." t His army and His train fill the uni- 
verse. He goes forth " conquering and to con- 
quer," + and He shall destroy His adversaries 
"with the brightness of his coming." § 

Let us, then, " put on the whole armour of 
God," that we may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all to stand," || that we 
may not be " drawn away and enticed" into the 
ranks of Satan, for he is putting forth all his 
strength and energy, and all his arts and sophis- 
tries to deceive, knowing that his time is short. 
There are even now among us, " false apostles, 
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the 
apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also 
be transformed as the ministers of righteousness, 
whose end shall be according to their works."** 
Thus spoke St. Paul himself; and may his warn- 
ing voice, in these our days, ring from shore to 

• Joshua V. 14, 15. t I^v. xix. 11 — 16. % Ibid. vL 2. 
$ 2 Theaa. ii 8. || Eph. vi 13. *♦ 2 Cor. zi 13, 14, 15. 
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shore ! He has forewarned us to beware ! He 
has drawn, with a master's hand, the portraits of 
those who labour to betray the souls of men, and 
whose deep and deadly dupHcity arrays itself in 
that which looks like the beauty of holiness to in- 
experienced eyes. He has, in many striking pas- 
sages, exposed their abominations, and held them 
up so clearly before us, that we may at once recog- 
nise and reject them. 

Let me urge you again and again, my sisters, 
to be much in prayer : " watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation ;"* and study with imtir- 
ing diligence the Holy Scriptures. Test everything 
you hear — everything you read — everything you 
see — ^and everything you think, by the word of 
God, for that only is the truth, and nothing hut 
the truth. What we do not " read there," or can- 
not "prove thereby," is Satan's device, and we 
must flee from it. 

It is a fearful thing to know, that there were 
— even in the Apostle's days — " silly women, laden 
^ith sins, led away with diyers lusts, ever learning, 
and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth." t Let ws beware ! Let us make the word 
of God our daily study, with unceasing prayer for 

* Mat xxvi. 41. t 2 Tim. iii. 6, 7. 

1 
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the teaching of the Holy Spirit^ to make dark 
things light— hard things easy— perplexing things 
plain. Our dim and disordered understandings 
can comprehend nothing without ^^ an unction 
from the Holy One ;"* but St. John a£Srms that 
"the anointing which ye have received of him 
abideth in you^ and ye need not that any man 
teach you ; but as the same anointing teacheth you 
of all things^ and is truth, and is no Ue, and even 
as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in Him."t 

This unction — this anointing — ^will enable us 
" to come to the knowledge of the truth ;" it will 
give us clear views — distinct perceptions of the 
doctrines of the Gospel ; and dispel all misty, un- 
settled ideas upon spiritual subjects. Many very 
serious minds are unable to grasp the truth firmly, 
because they do not see it distinctly. They are 
puzzled and baffled, by taking it in small portions, 
instead of receiving it in its fullest, and widest, 
and most glorious expansiveness. They view it as 
travellers in modem days view a country. They 
catch a scene — then they rush into a deep cutting 
— then another sudden burst of momentary beauty 
— and then a plimge into the chilly darkness of a 
tunnel. Whereas by ascending the highest 

* 1 John ii. 20. t Ibid. iL 27. 
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ground, we gain a full and comprehensive view of 
the whole face of the surrounding country, and 
obtain a clear idea of its general character. 

Indistinct views are inexpressibly dangerous. 
They not only never permit us to attain stable 
peace, but they lay us open to a thousand perils. 
A clear, distinct view of Gospel Truth renders it 
highly improbable that we should be deluded by 
false teaching. If we cordially receive and hold 
the truth in the love of it — ^if we hear the voice of 
Christ, the Good Shepherd, and follow Him — ^we 
are emphatically His sheep ; and of them He has 
said, " They shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand."* To hear the 
voice of Christ and to follow Him is, then, our 
safety y as well as our happiness, and our peace. 
Let us not rest content in any other state than 
that of experimental knowledge of Christ, and 
active obedience to His commands. Let us ac- 
quaint ourselves with His whole will ; and pray 
unweariedly that we may obtain enlarged views — 
clear ^ deep^ firm, and decided views — upon every 
point of doctrine, so that we may " be ready 
always to give an answer to every man that asketh 
us a reason of the hope that is in us ;"t " and in 
* John X. 28. t 1 Pet iii. 15. 
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nothing terrified by our adversaries, which is to 
them an evident token of perdition, but to us of 
salvation, and that of God."* Let us not be 
satisfied with " learning " the truth — with a shal- 
low acquaintance with spiritual things — ^but let us 
" take hold of the covenant y^^ let us view it in its 
" breadth and length, and depth and height," J 
and enjoy the rich and reasonable happiness of 
possession, in all its fulness. 

The subject of serious, personal religion, is of 
unspeakable importance. No general views — ^no 
general opinions — ^no general considerations should 
be for one moment allowed. All must be close — 
personal — particular. Without this, we may fol- 
low the multitude — ^^ve may keep up very specious 
appearances to ourselves, as well as to others — ^we 
may feel extremely safe and comfortable in our 
tranquil and easy indifference — ^but we are in peril, 
deadly peril, and at the mercy of every doctrine 
and cunning craftiness, that the traditions of men 
may teach. 

Head-knowledge is scarcely less dangerous in 

its effects, when unaccompanied by spiritual 

power, than ignorance itself. Faith only can 

shield us from " the fiery darts of the wicked," § 

• PhiHp. i. 28. t Isa. Ivi. 4. J Eph. ill. 18. § Ibid. vi. 16. 
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and faith comes only by grace, for it is " the gift 
of God."* Therefore, without conversion of the 
heart to God — ^without " the washing of water by 
the word"t — ^we are as easy a prey to " the father 
of lies," X with the Bible in our hands, as if we 
possessed it not; and it is this that causes the 
ruin of so many souls. The knowledge of scrip- 
tural facts, and scriptural language deceives the 
unenKghtened mind. The shadow usurps the place 
which the substance ought to fill ; we see with our 
eyes — ^we hear with our ears — while we neither 
really perceive nor understand; and therefore we are 
as much unarmed and improvided,as though we had 
never read the word of God at all. Until we 
become " fools that we may be wise"§ — until we 
" are converted and become as little children "|| — 
receiving the " sincere milk of the word," and 
walking in simple, and full, and fearless depen- 
dence upon its precepts, we have made no real 
progress towards eternal life, and are easy victims 
to him who " goeth about as a roaring lion, seek- 
ing whom he may devour." ** 

* Eph. ii. 8. t Ibid. v. 26. % St. John viii. 44. 
§ 1 Cor. iii. 18. || Mat. xviii. 3. ** 1 Pet. v. 8. 
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CHAPTER X. 

It is a subject of deep gratitude that public 
attention has now been drawn to the heresies and 
superstitions lurking beneath the rcTival of obso- 
lete forms and customs^ and the introduction of 
what appeared to many to be harmless and inte- 
resting novelties in religious worship. Stilly to 
Kome minds — especially those of the young and 
imaginative — such things have strong attractions, 
and the peril involved in them is not seen or sus- 
pected. To such of my sisters as are not yet 
awakened to the dangers that surround them, I 
would earnestly address my closing remarks, and 
implore them to abstain from countenancing such 
practices, and exposing themselves to such insi- 
dious mischief. 

When they see the "decent table" in the 
Church displaced, and its room occupied by a stone 
altar — when they see side-tables, and flowers, and 
candlesticks, and rich tapestry ornamenting the 
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simple chancel where oiir bible-loving forefathers 
" drew near in faith," to " show the Lord's death 
until he come"* — when they mark the mul- 
tiplied surpUces, the number of those engaged in 
the sacred service — ^the procession of priests — the 
crossed hands — the heads bowed down in sanctified 
sadness — the shrill, unmodulated tones in which 
the prayers are uttered — the cold, heartless, and 
yet punctilious way in which all is said and done 
— ^when they see these things, or any one of them, 
let them beware ! Wherever such are introduced, 
they do not standalone; there is " reserve^* in the 
teaching — ^and reserve is but another name for 
falsehood. When " the whole counsel of God " is 
not fully and faithfully declared, there is ^' a lie in 
the right hand" of Tiim who teaches. 

Many thoughtless persons — caught by the 
novelty of the scene, the beauty of the decorations, 
the sweetness of the music, and the imposing 
solemnity of the services — attend such places of 
worship as they would attend the opera, for 
amusement, excitement, gratification of the taste. 
Curiosity draws others — ^idleness and emptiness are 
ever ready for the tempter's service — and some are 
seeking peace in every path that seems to promise it. 

• 1 Cor. xi. 26. 
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Popery is so speciously and sedulously depie* 
catcd^ that suspicion is allayed^ and alarm is lulled 
to rest; because the unwary do not discern the 
cheat. They do not know what Popery really is, 
and when they hear it denounced and rejected, 
they cannot distinguish its frightful features 
behind the flimsy mask it wears ; they are content 
to believe that all is safe and well. It is this that 
makes the reading of the present day so dangerous, 
as well as the public teaching. There is so much 
plausibility mixed up in that which is deadly in 
its nature^ that the mind is thrown off its guard, 
and exposed to the treacherous influence of Jesu* 
itical casuistry, without the power, in many cases, 
of separating the precious from the vile. The 
combination of truth and falsehood skilfrdly min- 
gled, forms so pleasing and soothing a narcotic, 
that the mental powers do not apply the only test 
which can separate the component parts, and 
detect the poison. The taste is charmed with the 
flavour — the understanding is silenced by the 
sophisms — and the heart is gained by the sorcery 
that captivates while it enthralls. 

The incomprehensible vocabulary of tractarian- 
ism — ^it9 mystified language — ^its sickly sentiment 
— its "spiritualism," and "idealism" — ^its inex- 
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plicable explanations — ^its undeveloped " develop- 
ments" — its pathetic sighs after that which it can- 
not find in England's Church, nor even in God's 
word — ^its distant hiUs — ^its shadow of the cross — 
its child-like moanings after its "holy mother" — 
its vague, baseless arguments — ^its inflated, un- 
meaning poetry — all tend to impress what are now 
flatteringly termed " ihmghtfvl mindsy^ and lead 
them into such mazes and webs of confusion and 
lies, that what with outward attractions, and in- 
ward darkness, they are dragged headlong to the 
edge of a precipice from which the mercy of God 
alone can snatch them. 

The baptismal robe of righteousness is so 
pleasant to wear — ^its rents are so easily repaired in 
the Holy Communion — ^it is so deUghtfiil to cast 
our anxieties upon man whose *' breath is in his 
nostrils,"* and confess our misdoings to one who 
can neither detect the internal corruption of the 
heart, nor the sin that doth most easily beset us — 
it is so agreeable to purchase the indulgence of 
worldly pleasures by the scrupulous exactness of 
formal devotion — ^to pass from the daily service of 
the Church, to the festive atmosphere of the opera, 
the theatre, and the ball-room — it is so consonant 

* Isa. ii. 22. 
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to the feelings of depraved humanity to unite the 
worship of God with that of mammon, that of owr- 
selves^ in our own unassisted nothingness — ^we 
cannot possibly escape the snare. 

Many are thus entrapped, and become hood- 
winked followers of Rome ! Rome — ^which insults 
the God of our salvation — ^uproots the Mth of 
Jesus Christ — ^worships creatures in the place of the 
Creator — and " is drunken with the blood of the 
saints."* 

Scarcely a week passes that some afflicting 
perversion is not recorded in the public prints ; and 
there is but too much reason to fear that there are 
many now trembling on the brink of perdition, 
who have not yet ventured to take the last despe- 
rate leap. 

May the free grace of God snatch them fit)m 
ruin ! May the salvation of Christ, " who through 
the Eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to 
God," t be yet fully revealed to them ! May the 
blessed influences of that Eternal Spirit be so 
richly sent down upon them, as to preserve them 
from the perils of false doctrine, and the dangerous 
deceits of these unhappy days ! May the arm of 
the Lord be made bare to defend His Church — to 

* Rev. xviL 6. \ Heb. ix. 14. 
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frustrate the counsel of ungodly men, who would 
sell "the poor for a pair of shoes"* — and to 
^' avenge his own elect, who cry day and night 
unto him/'t 

I believe there are many who shudder at the 
bare idea of forsaking the Church in which they 
were born and bred up ; who disclaim with 
warmth, and feeling too, aU union of heart with 
that erring and corrupted hierarchy, the Papacy — 
but who are yet surely traversing a path which 
leads direct to Rome ; whose minds are drinking 
in a poison which perverts the understanding — 
deadens the intellect — and prostrates the soul 
before the dark idolatry which spell-binds and 
destroys it. 

This is not a question of names, and tastes, 
and prejudices — ^it is not a contention about things 
in themselves indifferent, between two Christian 
bodies, striving for precedence, each vaunting its 
own superior ceremonial, or its holier walk ; but it 
is a struggle between truth and falsehood — ^between 
light and darkness — ^between safety and destruc- 
tion — ^between life and death. 

Oh that the feeble words I write might be 
blessed to some heedless " sister," going she 

* Amos ii. 6. f Luke xviiL 7. 
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knows not whither ! — that one soul might be led 
to pause, and pray, and search the oracles of God, 
with an honest desire to learn ! — that one thirsting 
spirit might hear the gracious words, " let him 
come unto me and drink !"* — that one sheep, wan- 
dering in devious paths, might be brought to the 
^^ Door of the Sheep," and " go in and out, and 
find pasture," t for out of the fold of Clirist there is 
no hope or peace. 

Let us pray that we may be kept from walking 
in the light of our own fire — of the sparks which 
we ourselves have kindled, lest we receive the 
threatened curse, — "This shall ye have of my 
hand, ye shall lie down in sorrow." J 

In the warning and exhorting language of 
Holy Writ, I close my pages, "Now the Spirit 
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some 
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to sedu- 
cing spirits and doctrines of devils ; speaking lies in 
hypocrisy ; having their consciences seared with a 
hot iron ; forbidding to marry, and commanding to 
abstain from meats, which God hath created to be 
received with thanksgiving of them which believe 
and know the truth." § 

• St. John vii. 37. t I^id. x. 9. % Isa. 1. 11. 

§ 1 Tim. iv. 1—3. 
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" But there were false prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall be false teachers among 
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, 
even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction. And 
many shall follow their pernicious ways ; by reason 
of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 
And through covetousness shall they make mer- 
chandise of you ; whose judgment now of a long 
time lingereth not, and their damnation slum- 
bereth not."* 

" Let no man beguile you of your reward in a 
voluntary humility, and worshipping of angels, 
intruding into things which he hath not seen, 
vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not hold- 
ing the Head, from which all the body by joints 
and bands having nourishment ministered, and 
knit together, increaseth vdth the increase of God. 
Wherefore, if ye be dead vdth Christ, why, as 
though living in the world, are ye subject to ordi- 
nances (touch not, taste not, handle not, which 
all are to perish in the using), after the com- 
mandments and doctrines of men? Which 
things have, indeed, a show of T\isdom in will 
worship, and humility, and neglecting of the 

• 2 Pet. ii. 1—3. 
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body, not in any honour to the satisfying of the 
flesh."* 

" But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and 
exercise thyself rather unto godliness. For bodily 
exercise profiteth little; but godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come." t 

" Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty whereby 
Christ hath made us firee, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage." J 

" For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but faith, 
which worketh by love."§ 

" Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and 
God, even our Father, which hath loved us and 
given us everlasting consolation, and good hope 
through grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish 
you in every good word and work."|| Amen. 

* Col. ii. 18—23. t 1 Tim. iv. 7, 8. t Gal- v. 1. 
§ Ibid. V. 6. II 2 Thess. ii. 16, 17. 

THE END. 



169, FLEET STREET. 

SAMPSON LOW'S 

SECENT FTJBLICATIONS. 



Foolscap 8vo, 58., 

THE CHURCH IN THE SCHOOLROOM: 

SERMONS SUITABLE FOR BOYS. 

By the Rev. LEOPOLD J. BERNAYS, A.M., late Fellow of St. John's 

Ciollege, Oxford. 



THE WAY OF PEACE: 

AN EASTER PLEA. 

A Sermon preached before the University of Oxford on Saster-4ayt1b51. 

By the Rev. LEOPOLD J. BERNAYS, A.M., 
Late Fellow of St John's College. 



Foolscap SvOf 6«., 

LIGHT IN THE DARK PLACES; 

OR, MEMORIALS OF CHRISTIAN LIFE IN THE MIDDLE AGES. 
From the German of the late AUGUSTUS NEANDER, D.D. 
" An excellent translation of an admirable book."— BniTAMNiA. 



One vol. Svo, lOs. 6d., 

SERMONS FOR FAMILY READING. 

By the Rev. W. SHORT, A.M., 

Rector of St. George the Mart^, Queen Square ; Frehendary of Salisbury ; 
and Chaplain to ms Grace the Duke of Buccleuch. 



Boyal 8(70, 12s. clothe 

THE LIFE OF JESUS CHEIST, 

IN 

ITS HISTORICAL CONNEXION AND HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT. 

By AUGUSTUS NEANDER, Author of " History of the Church," &c 

Translated from the Fourth German Edition, by Professors M'CLiirrocK and 

Bluhsnthall. 

With a Preface by a Clergyman of the Church of England. 



Published by Sampson Low, 169, Fleet Street. 



WOBKS BT THE BEY. CHABLES B. TATLEB, MA. 



I. 
New Editionf price 5«., 

SEEMONS FOE ALL SEASONS; 

WITH ESPECIAL EEFEEENCE TO TRACTARIAN ERROR. 

u. 
Second Edition^ fcp. 8po, 6». 6i., 

THANKFULNESS: 

A NARRATIVE ; 
Comprising Passages in the Life of the Rev. Allen Temple. 

" ' In cYeiy thing give thanks.' This yital duty of sincere Christianity is beautifully 

enforced by Mr. Tayler in the delightftil little volume before us The great charm 

of the work is its imforced piety."— Johk Bull. 

" The little volume now before us is one that calls forth our warmest approbation." 

— MORNIMO ChBONKLE. 

" We heartily recommend this interesting narrative to our readers."— Chkisti an 
La.dt'8 Maoazine. 

" The Diary refers to the past century; and the visits to the old Catholic mansion, 
with its hiding-places, may be justly cited as an example of pictorial power."— 
Atuenaum. 

ni. 
Foolscap 8f»), price 7s., 

EAENESTNESS: 

A SEQUEL TO THE ABOVE. 

" Mr. Tayler, an old and zealous labourer in the cause of truth, has added to the 
obligations already imposed upon the public by the issue of this beautiAil little work. 
.... The story is an exceedingly interesting one ; and, apart from the infinitely higher 
claims of the volume, would rivet attention by the amiable characters which it 
exhibits, and the touching simplicity with which these characters are made to act and 
speak."— Stakdaed. 

IT. 

Foolscap Svo, price 58., 

THE ANGELS' SONG: 

A CHRISTIAN GIFT-BOOK. 

With Illustrations by Dalzell from Drawings by Harvey. 

" They will here find important truth pleasantly told, and wholesome counsel 
conveyed in interesting narrative."— LnxaAJiT Gazsttz. 



